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PROGRAMS

All programs will be online Zoom presentations.
Registration information will be on our website,
in our alerts, and on Eventbrite and Meetup.

Effects of Shifting Fire Regimes on Plant Diversity across California Ecosystems
MARCH 4
THURSDAY 7:30 pm

Zoom reservation required:

Speaker: Jesse E.D. Miller

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nb8BMGNNSHWXGP2jaJoJjg

In many global ecosystems, including parts of California, wildfires are becoming larger, more frequent, and/or more severe. However, the
impacts of larger, more severe fires on plant diversity remains incompletely understood. Different ecosystems in California have historically
varied substantially in the patterns of wildfire that they experience. Many low elevation ecosystems are adapted to frequent, low-severity
ground fires, while high-elevation conifer forests have historically experienced infrequent, stand-replacing fires. In this talk, Jesse will discuss
recent research exploring how plant community responses to wildfire may vary across different ecosystems and environmental conditions.
He will also explore whether plant lineages respond differently to fire, and how wildfire patterns at both local and landscape scales may affect
plants.
Jesse Miller is an ecologist, interested in the effects of global change factors such as altered fire regimes on plant and lichen communities.
He worked as a botanist and ecologist in Oregon and California for several years prior to completing his Ph.D. at the University of WisconsinMadison in 2016, where he studied the effects of habitat connectivity on Ozark grassland plant communities. He is currently a lecturer at
Stanford, where he teaches ecology classes, including inquiry-based courses that engage undergraduates in real world ecological research.
Jesse loves sharing his passion for the natural world with others. www.jesseedmiller.com

California’s Magnificent Oaks and Their Many Relations
April 1
THURSDAY 7:30

Zoom reservation required:

Speaker: Kate Marianchild

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/tJIsd-2gpz4tGtfSYz4LilZEyfFFM7aQrN-N

California’s iconic and magnificent oaks support a more diverse array of organisms than any other terrestrial ecosystem in the state. In a
presentation filled with wood ducks, woodrats, woodpeckers, and many other species, author and naturalist Kate Marianchild will discuss
the keystone role oaks play in oak woodland food webs. We’ll learn about symbiotic
connections between oaks and other organisms, such as fungi, jays, and caterpillars, and
FUTURE PROGRAM
we’ll marvel at the tiny wasps who bend enormous oak trees to their bidding. We will
June 3—Native Bees are Picky,What You
crawl with Kate through woodrat mansions, fight for breeding opportunities with acorn
Plant Matters Speaker: Sam Droege
woodpeckers, and defend mistletoe with bluebirds. Who could stay away?
Kate Marianchild is the author of Secrets of the Oak Woodlands: Plants and Animals among California’s Oaks (Heyday, 2014). She lives in a yurt near
Ukiah surrounded by six kinds of oak and abundant wildlife. When she is not giving talks, guiding walks, or observing nature, she swims,
sings, and advocates for the preservation of native plants and insects. www.katemarianchild.com

San Francisco Coyotes
May 6,
THURSDAY 7:30

Speaker: JonathanYoung
Zoom reservation required:

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ua6Aw3RhQ-65nCKzg-RAxA

The urban coyote is a 21st-century phenomenon that is steadily expanding across North
America. After an absence of more than half a century the coyote became reestablished in San Francisco in the early 2000s. The coyote is a cultural paradox
that is both loved and hated, embraced and feared, protected and persecuted.
In the face of over a century of attempted eradication across their range
this adaptable and highly intelligent creature is now thriving in our tiny
metropolis. These ghost dogs go unnoticed by most, but their presence
can provoke tense controversy and conflict, both perceived and real.
With societal trends moving away from hunting and towards animal
welfare, city ordinances against trapping and poisoning, and
state laws banning their relocation, coexistence is the only
realistic modern solution. Coexistence is a complex
proactive concept that requires not only informed
management of coyotes, but also most importantly
management of the human dimension. In this presentation
Jonathan will describe his experience and role in managing
and monitoring Presidio coyotes. He will explore their
dramatic stories, shed light on their stealthy lives, and
discuss their important ecological role within the context
of the Presidio and beyond. Jonathan will also discuss
the dynamics of human-coyote conflict and how the
Presidio Trust promotes coexistence.
(PROGRAMS continued on page 2)

Quercus lobata
valley oak

completing his MA studying urban amphibian conservation and disease
ecology. Upon completion of his studies he was hired by the Presidio
Trust as their first wildlife ecologist. Since then he has been developing
the Presidio’s wildlife program, which includes surveying, monitoring,
managing, and restoring the diversity of animals found in the park.

PROGRAMS (continued)
Jonathan Young is the wildlife ecologist for the Presidio national park.
He started at the Presidio as a volunteer habitat steward, working his
way through several Presidio natural resources internships while

NO FIELD TRIPS
We have cancelled all field trips as a preventative measure during the pandemic but hope to resume the field trips once it is
safe to proceed. Please check the website or our next newsletter for updated information.

photo: Wilde Legard

THE BAY AREA’S TWO CHINQUAPINS
By Bruce Homer-Smith

Ken Hickman, Dave Nelson and
Doug Allshouse contributed to this article.

photo: William Follette

Chinquapin (Chrysolepis chrysophylla) is a tree or a shrub native to
the Pacific coast from central California to Washington. It is in
the beech family (Fagaceae), along with California’s oaks and
tanbark oak. Like them, it is monoecious, with separate male and
female flowers on the same plant. Also like them it has catkins
that release male pollen on the wind and small female flowers
that cluster near the stem. Chinquapin differs from oaks in that
its catkins point upwards, and its fruits are hard nuts rather than
acorns.
Chinquapin leaves are evergreen, leathery, and shiny dark green
on top, and golden below covered in golden scales and tiny hairs.
Both the genus and species names refer to this striking underside:
Chrysolepis is Greek for “golden scale;” Chrysophylla is Greek for
“golden leaf.” The common name chinquapin is of Algonquin
origin.
Another striking feature of chinquapin is the fruit. Bracts
surrounding each modest female flower grow into a spiny bur
that surrounds one or two developing nuts. Chestnuts, in the
same family, have similar spiny burs. Nuts take two years to mature;
then when ready, their spiny protective burs (brown by now) open
and allow the nut to fall to the ground.
Interestingly, chinquapin is common on Mt. Tamalpais and Montara
Mountain, but unknown on San Bruno Mountain. This may be
because Chinquapin seems to prefer granitic soils and San Bruno
Mountain has greywacke. Like many oaks, Chinquapin
produces a variety of growth forms that allow it to
thrive in different conditions. Two varieties are
recognized by Jepson – a tree variety (C. chrysophylla
var. chrysophylla) that grows over 50 feet tall and has
flat leaves; and a shrub variety (Chrysolepis chrysophylla
var. minor) that is under 18 feet and has folded leaves
with upturned margins. They hybridize where
distribution overlaps. Calflora shows observations of
both varieties on Montara Mountain; local experts,
however, think there is only the shrub variety there.
female

male
flowers

flowers
Chinquapin leaves and flowers

For more on chinquapin, see Bruce’s photo essay at
https://PlantID.net/?TaxonRpt=Chrysolepis+chrysophylla+var.+minor
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Recommended Reading: Planting in a Post-WildWorld:
Some of their most useful tips:
Designing Plant Communities for Resilient Landscapes
· Bigger is not always better. Establishment is not a product of a
By Beth Cataldo
plant’s size but of its successful rooting in the native soil. Plants
that grow and interact with a given soil from an early age are
Have you ever fantasized about turning a weedy corner lot or median
often the healthiest.
strip into a wildlife-friendly plant community? If so, Planting in a
Post-Wild World is the book for you. Published in 2015, it is a how-to
· Every weed species has a weak spot in its cycle: target weeds
guide for sustainable landscaping in human-altered spaces. The stunning
at times when they are most vulnerable -- just emerging or
photographs and diagrams illustrate the
newly mature, prior to setting seed.
principles, design process, and creation
· In containers, roots get spoiled by the
and management of designed plant
pampering peat-based soils (sometimes called
communities.”
“candy” soil). They will not reach out to the
Written by well-known ecological
surrounding soil if they don’t get enough
landscape designers Thomas Rainer and
supplemental water to perpetuate container
Claudia West, Planting in a Post-Wild World
conditions.
describes the “hybrid of both the wild and
· A good alternative to plants grown in galloncultivated” landscapes that can exist in our
sized containers is the use of landscape plugs.
cities and suburbs. The authors see those
These are plants with long, deep roots, grown
of us who can influence even small patches
in trays of typically thirty or more. They can
of land as ecological warriors of the future
be quickly installed with a handheld auger.
who are on the front lines in the battle
One person can plant more than fifty
for nature. They do not cover restoration
landscape plugs per hour, compared to only
projects; instead, they describe how to
a handful of plants in one-gallon containers.
add potential by putting wildness back
In contrast to the months of watering typically
into urban and suburban landscapes,
required for large-sized transplants, landscape
stressing that: “It is a plant’s relationship
plugs often need irrigation for only a few
with its botanical companions that gives
weeks.
a garden its potency.”
· The spontaneous occurrence of desirable
CNPS-Yerba Buena Chapter used the book
species eliminates the need to replace dead
as a reference last year to create native
plants. They are the single most sustainable
plant gardens on Sunset Boulevard in
Planting in a Post-Wild World: Designing Plant Communities planting method ever – the perfect alternative
a cultural landscape defined by
to planting expensive nursery stock and
for
Resilient Landscapes
towering Monterey cypress and
disturbing soil during installation.
By
Claudia
West
and
Thomas
Rainer;
Timber
Press
Monterey pine trees. Little remains of
· To combat the weeds, plant plants that will
the sand dunes and coastal scrub that
out-compete them in the first place.
existed until urban development began about 100 years ago. The goal
of our project is to create a biodiversity corridor along the western
The book concludes with a call to action for those of us who live in
side of the city that will include this new hybrid landscape.
urban/suburban spaces: “We don’t need to go to a national park to
have a spiritual experience of nature; we can have such experiences
Planting in a Post-Wild World proved to be a reliable source when
in our backyards, parks and rooftops…. And plants will be the center
questions arose, especially around installation and management.
of it all.”

HABITAT RESTORATION
The Yerba Buena Chapter has suspended our regularly scheduled
habitat restoration projects while we shelter-in-place. The following
are habitat restoration projects we are collaborating on or that other
organizations are resuming:

Sutro Stewards is requiring everyone to RSVP through their website
at sutrostewards.org/events so they can keep group size limited.
Participants can find more info at sutrostewards.org/voluteer. Mask
required and please bring your own gardening gloves. Questions?
Contact Kelly Dodge: kelly@sutrostewards.org

CNPS Yerba Buena Chapter
Sunset Boulevard
Between Santiago and Taraval (at 36th and 37th Avenues)
Weeding, mulching, watering our new native plant garden
Email yerba.buena.cnps.chapter@gmail.com for dates and for more
information.

Golden Gate Audubon Society
Third Saturday of the month, 10 am-noon, Golden Gate Park, Bison
Paddock
Fourth Saturday of the month, 10 am-noon, Golden Gate Park, North
Lake
All require an RSVP to jcarpinelli@goldengateaudubon.org
For more information see https://goldengateaudubon.org/volunteer/

Various SF parks, working with SFRPD Natural Resources
team
Wednesdays, 12-3pm
Email yerba.buena.cnps.chapter@gmail.com for more information.
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Mount Sutro with Sutro Stewards
Wednesdays 9:30-12:30pm for at risk populations (those over the
age of 60 or with underlying health conditions)
Thursdays 9:30-11:30am open to anyone
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(RESTORATION continued on page 4)

RESTORATION PROJECT
ON MT. DAVIDSON
by Beth Cataldo

photos: Beth Cataldo

Path to the restoration site

Since September, CNPS volunteers have been working with Christopher
Campbell, Chief Natural Resource Specialist from the Natural Resource
Division of SFRPD to extend the existing reed grass prairie on Mt.
Davidson. The group spent the first few days pulling ivy and cutting
and uprooting dense blackberry bushes that were outcompeting the
native ferns and reed grass. SFRPD then removed the dying eucalyptus
trees and invasive cotoneaster shrubs. At times the volunteers felt
like archaeologists, finding traces of human artifacts of past decades
among the invasive plants; at other times just trash collectors in an
area long neglected. In the end they collected more than 20 bags of
trash.
In February, the group returned to plant reed grass, columbine, wood
and sword ferns, woodland strawberry, wood rose, Douglas iris,

This area of Mt Davidson
was a jungle of ivy and
blackberry bushes.

serviceberry, ceanothus, osoberry, huckleberry and silk tassel, a
magnificent combination. They watered the plants immediately and
used hay to help retain the moisture around the plant crowns. Please
visit to see their work and enjoy the transformation. The site is on
the southside of the mountain, along the Native Garden Trail, accessible
from Dalewood Way.
The area is now planted with
12 species of native plants; a
covering of hay holds the
moisture.

To find out how you can volunteer with CNPS on our social-distanced
workdays, email Beth Cataldo: yerba.buena.cnps.chapter@gmail.com
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DOUG’S MOUNTAIN
JOURNAL
A Chronicle of the Natural History on San Bruno Mountain
by Doug Allshouse

Sunrise from Sunrise Point
San Bruno Mountain
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(MOUNTAIN JOURNAL continued on page 6)

photo: Doug Allshouse

out to be the entrance to a yellow jacket nest with the wasps being
backlit by the sun; pretty, but pretty dangerous. Just a few minutes
later I was treated to a small flock of Bushtits working through the
willows and it occurred to me that I hadn’t seen any bushtits in quite
a while.
Christmas morning greeted me with a spectacular rainbow that, from
the vantage point of my north-facing picture window, stretched from
the base of Sutro Tower to the Pacific Ocean. I rushed out to my deck
to get some photos and videos and my timing couldn’t have been
better as it intensified. When I got back into the house and up the
stairs to the living room the warm golden sky had turned a cold
steely-gray and the oncoming rain had chased the rainbow away.
The following morning I walked out to the Earth sign (more on this)
to watch the sunrise and when I got back to the oaks near the Sunrise
Trail I heard some raven chatter in one of the trees. Looking up and
around the tangle of branches I spotted a pair harassing a Greathorned Owl, as only ravens can do, subtly and oh so aggravatingly.
Someone had the great idea of illustrating the Solar System along the
Saddle and Old Guadalupe Trails. Starting in the picnic area is a
sandwich board with a picture of the Sun and text on it. On the other
side is an explanation of the Solar System that has been shrunk 670
million times so that the Sun is 7 feet wide and the Earth, 740 feet
away, is 1 inch wide. If you walk one mile per hour you will be
traveling the speed of light. Not far away is the sandwich board of
Mercury, then Venus, Earth and Mars about a quarter of a mile away.
Way over on the north side of the Saddle Trail is Jupiter and about a
mile past that is Saturn. On the Old Guadalupe Trail about fifty yards
short of the intersection of the Bog Trail is Uranus. If you walk the
Bog Trail twice, 1.8 miles, and go to where the OGT and Bog Trails
intersect with the Day Camp Road, there is Neptune. It demonstrates
how vast the Solar System is with fun facts about each planet and how
far each planet is from the Sun.
We are in the midst of the driest rainy season since I started keeping
records in 2013-2014, the last season of the 4-year drought. That

The sun was still quite low in the morning sky, shining a hauntingly
golden glow on everything. I had taken an old obscure trail that
connects the picnic meadow to a rocky outcrop further up a hill on
the Saddle. At the time I was more interested to see if it was still
navigable or if I had to do major work on it. It turned out that it was,
indeed, pretty clear but needed a bit of pruning. About 150 yards up
the trail my eyes unexpectedly latched onto a 10-foot tall cypress
tree with an equally tall toyon right behind it. But this wasn’t just any
toyon, not by a long shot. I was staring at a toyon on the cool and
foggy northwest part of the Mountain that had berries on it! In the
39 years that I have been hiking the Mountain I have never seen berries
on a toyon tree outside of the warmer areas of Brisbane and South
San Francisco. It wasn’t long before I discovered at least a half-dozen
more. I surmised that this area gets good morning and afternoon sun
and that the wall of tall cypress trees to the immediate west holds
back the chilly northwesterly winds, creating a banana belt.
I decided to name this trail the Sunrise Trail because a sunrise is visible
every clear morning of the year. About four-tenths of a mile up a
gently-sloping hill is a rocky outcrop that I have named Sunrise Point
because this is a premier spot to sit on one of the rocks and watch
the sun light up the bay and the Mountain. During the winter months
a White-tailed Kite hangs out in this part of the Saddle and hoverhunts much to the consternation of a female Northern Harrier who
regularly patrols the area. In the low morning glow of the sun the
kite’s stunning whiteness is amplified when perched atop a coyote
bush or the tall cypress along the trail. Just below the western side
of the point is open space where the county removed several acres
of gorse last summer and fall. This vast expanse of pulverized gorse
and coyote brush serves as a shortcut when I’m pressed for time, so
imagine my surprise when I spotted a native blackberry and some
bee plant pushing up through the rubble.
Two weeks before Christmas I was passing through the Day Camp
and saw some bright dots flying out of and back into the ground.
Naturally I was curious so I approached the spot where all the action
was. It’s a good thing I didn’t approach too hastily because it turned

As I finish this Journal, we are expecting rain for the rest of the week.
On a late January day I found myself again on Sunrise Point, sitting
on a rock and absorbing the cool beauty of an overcast winter morning.
Suddenly, a lone coyote sent out a few high-pitched yelps that certainly
caught my attention. I just don’t hear them that often. After a few
yelps a second coyote joined in, then a third and possibly a fourth.
For a few seconds that sound strongly resembled a flock of seagulls
(and no, not the 1980s British pop band that you’ve probably
forgotten—or hardly even cared about). Just as suddenly as it started,
it stopped. What an unforgettable moment.
Winter, the season of renewal, is here. The soap plant on my deck has
sprung to life and the dudleya surrounding it look happier; ditto for
the low clubrush (Isolepis) on another corner. The Mountain is waking
up and none too soon.
…See you on the Mountain

MOUNTAIN JOURNAL (continued)
season had 2.72 inches at the end of December and ended with 13.85
inches. This season had 3.80 inches at the end of December, including
the ever-present fog precipitation during dry stretches. I explained
last year about the advantages of fog: foliar uptake and
evapotranspiration, among other factors, and how these factors benefit
plants in the absence of actual rain. The ground doesn’t need to be
moist to benefit plants. I cannot tell you the number of healthy invasive
weed species I have pulled from bone dry ground.
A walk through Fog Forest on a foggy summer morning is a wet one.
The droplets falling from the trees’ foliage can be seen and heard. Up
at the top of the main ridge the wind-blown fog will condense on the
skeletons of dead grasses and shrubs and droplets will hit the ground
and moisten the soil, so all is not lost. This optimist is looking for a
late winter spectacle to at least bring us somewhere close to normal.

IMPORTANCE OF GRASSLANDS
FOR CARBON STORAGE
With much talk these days about the importance of planting trees
to combat climate change, it is important to keep in mind that grasslands
are also important and must not be overlooked or sacrificed in the rush
to plant trees.Yes, trees sequester carbon, but they also release enormous
quantities when they burn. A recent study from UC Davis found
that grasslands and rangelands are more resilient carbon sinks
than forests in 21st-century California. Trees store
most of the carbon they consume in their wood
and leaves, so when they burn the carbon
is released back into the atmosphere.
Grasslands, on the other hand, sequester most
of the carbon underground where it tends to stay
in the roots and soil, making them less impacted by droughts
and wildfires and more adaptive to climate change. Perennial
grasses, in particular, have fibrous root systems going sometimes 15'
into the soil.
Our decades of fire suppression, drought, and warming temperatures
have led to more wildfires, which in turn are causing trees to increase
carbon in the atmosphere rather than decrease it. One must also
consider the many years it takes for a tree to mature to
become a carbon sink when thinking of planting
trees. Grasslands, however, not only
sequester enormous
amounts of carbon
but also serve as key
water catchments and
biodiversity reserves.
Grasslands contain more biological
diversity than forests; they have more
insects, leading to insect predators and the
creation of a complex food web. The fibrous
root system of perennial grasses promotes mycorrhizal
fungi which in turn supports the survival of young oak
trees, ultimately providing food for hundreds of terrestrial
species. So please be aware that combatting climate change and
biodiversity loss is more complicated than just planting trees. Grasslands
are just as important.
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Danthonia californica
California oatgrass
by Kristin Jakob

FOCUS ON RARITIES
San Francisco’s Spring Wildflowers

Spring is upon us and after a year of selfisolating and socially-distancing you all are
probably itching to get outside. Maybe you’ve
even been vaccinated. I’d like to give you a
terrific opportunity to combine your botanical
skills and your pent-up energies to help us
document the presence of our ever-dwindling
native flora. After nearly a year combing
through historical records and contemporary
reports of San Francisco’s flora, I’ve assembled
a rather extensive data set (see last quarter’s
newsletter). I am now able to parse the data
in a variety of ways, sorting species by name,
nativity, flowering season, habitat affinities
and number of occurrences, to name a few
of the 483 parameters I’ve established in the
database.
The 3rd edition of the checklist covers 780
taxa indigenous to San
Francisco, 516 of which
are extant and 264
(33.8%) which have
been extirpated. For
purposes of this edition
of Focus on Rarities, I
parsed the data based on
the following
parameters: taxa that are
presumed to be
indigenous to San
Francisco; taxa that
flower during the spring
months (i.e., March,
April, and/or May); taxa
that occur in grasslands.
I chose to focus on
grasslands because they
are relatively easy to
survey and to make it
seem like an Easter egg
hunt!
examples of grasslands
left can be found at
Bayview Hill, Bernal
Heights Park, Glen
Canyon Park, Laguna
Honda Reservoir,
Lakeview/Ashton Mini
Park (considered by Jake
Sigg as a real gem but my
data is lacking), McLaren
Park, Mt. Davidson,
O’Shaughnessy Hollow,
Palou-Phelps Mini Park,
the Presidio (Inspiration
Point, Presidio Bluffs,
Tennessee Hollow,
World War II Memorial),
Rocky Outcrop Park,
Starr King Open Space,
and Twin Peaks. Other

open space areas that support at least areas of
grassland where one might spy wildflowers
include Billy Goat Hill, Brooks Park, Corona
Heights Park, Duncan-Castro Open Space,
Hunters Point, Kite Hill, Mt. Sutro Open
Space Reserve, the Presidio (Crissy Bluffs,
Fort Point Natural Areas, Lobos Creek Valley,
Presidio Hills, Rob Hill, Southwest Dunes),
and Tank Hill.
Based on a review of the data I assembled, a
total of 294 native plant taxa have been
recorded from grasslands in San Francisco
County (these aren’t necessarily restricted to
grasslands; many occur in multiple habitats.)
Of these, 225 (76.5%) were included in the
1958 flora of SF (Howell, et al.); 69 taxa were
either missed or have since been discovered.
A total of 77 taxa (26.2%) are endemic to
California and six (2.0%) are endemic to the
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by Michael Wood
San Francisco Bay Area. In terms of life form,
78.9% of our native grassland plants are herbs,
12.6% are graminoids (grasses, rushes,
sedges), 6.8% are geophytes (bulb- or cormforming plants), and the remaining 1.7% are
shrubs or sub-shrubs. In terms of duration,
54.1% are annuals and 45.9% are perennials.
Some 106 (36.1%) of all native grassland
species recorded historically from San
Francisco have been extirpated. Of those still
present, a total of 39 (13.3%) are known
from only a single location, and seven of these
are reintroductions. All told, 88 native
grassland taxa (29.9%) are known from five
or fewer sites. A list of our rarest native
grassland wildflowers is presented below.
In terms of diversity, Inspiration Point in the
Presidio still supports 87 (29.6%) of all native
(RARITIES continued on page 6)

RARITIES(continued)
grassland species ever recorded in the
County. Other sites supporting a high
diversity of native grassland species
include the Presidio Bluffs (80), World
War II Memorial (77), Glen Canyon
Park (76), Tennessee Hollow (76), Twin
Peaks (68), Bayview Hill (67), McLaren
Park (58), Bernal Hill (56), and Corona
Heights (50). A list of the top 50 sites
supporting a high diversity of native
grassland species is presented below.
Before you head out this spring to look
for wildflowers, a note of survey
etiquette. Like the old adage says, take
only photos, leave only footprints. But
in high traffic areas, footprints can be
quite damaging to tender annual
wildflowers. So, please, tread carefully.
Furthermore, the collecting of
wildflowers from San Francisco’s public
lands is not generally permitted and on
private lands it requires permission of
the land owner. Remember, flowers
provide pollen for insects and produce
the seeds that will foster next year’s
crop. And besides, If you pick it, nobody
else will be able to enjoy it. So, please
don’t pick the posies.
To aid you in your adventures, you
might want to review the list I compiled
of all native grassland species ever
recorded from the County. You can
download the list here. This is a subset
of the 3rd edition of the San Francisco
Plant Checklist, a major revision of the
2nd edition released back in 2014. It
might even be finished by the time this
article goes to press.
There are numerous online resources
to help you in your quest. UC
Berkeley’s Calphotos
(https://calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora/)
supports a database of over 700,000
photographs of plants, animals and other
natural history subjects. The non-profit
Calflora (www.Calflora.org) is a compendium
of data on California plants from such sources
as the Consortium of California Herbaria,
iNaturalist, public agencies, other non-profit
organizations like CNPS, scientists and citizen
scientists. Another non-profit, SF Plant Finder
(www.sfplantfinder.org) is a resource for
gardeners, landscape designers, ecologist and
community members interested in greening
neighborhoods and enhancing the city’s
biodiversity. Finally, CNPS has created
Calscape (www.calscape.org), a terrific online
resource for learning about plants native to
a location in the state, with details on
environmental requirements to aid in
incorporating water-saving native plants into
landscaping designs.
If you aren’t yet familiar with iNaturalist

(www.iNaturalist.org), I’d like to recommend
learning about this brilliant tool for promoting
citizen-based science. It allows you to post
photographs documenting your field
observations even if you don’t know the genus

Spring wildflowers on
San Bruno Mountain
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or species; the iNaturalist community provides
help with identifications. Who knows? Maybe
you’ll be the person that discovers some long
lost species.

BOARD MEETINGS /OFFICERS & CONTACTS

STREET AND PARK TREES: THE CASE FOR PLANTING
NATIVES
by Jeffrey Caldwell
Street and park trees
can help maintain
populations of
wildlife,
especially
songbirds and
pollinators, and if
the tree species
are locally native
the order of
magnitude for wildlife grows exponentially. Locally native trees
support far more caterpillars, essential food for all breeding songbirds,
than non-natives. Two groups stand out: Willows growing in full sun
are a cornucopia of life for breeding birds, supporting many hundreds
of caterpillars. Flowering in the sun, they also attract many pollinators.
Likewise, the coast live oak in San Francisco stands out, supporting
at least 39 species of moth and butterfly caterpillars, probably many
more, far more than any other tree. More songbirds improve the
quality of life; where there are native oaks there is more biodiversity.
Of the butterflies that require oaks for their caterpillars, the Mournful
Duskywing is one of the more commonly seen in settled areas, especially
where more native oaks either remain or have been planted. Nonnative oaks in some cases have some value, but far less. To complement
the oaks, even one California buckeye (better a group) planted in a
favorable location can host a colony of Echo Blue butterflies, while
drawing more or less every species of butterfly to its flowers. Notably,
a spectacular oak feeder is the California Sister, but as a high-flying
species it is more likely to feed on buckeye tree flowers than any other.
A few buckeyes to complement heritage oaks creates far better habitat
for it to thrive. Where willows are present, the buckeye provides
nectar for adult butterflies whose caterpillar stage is nourished by the
willows; examples are the Western Tiger Swallowtail and Lorquin's
Admiral. More of such beauties about makes for a better quality of
life for all.
An interesting contrast is between our native bigleaf maple and the
common, and admittedly beautiful, Japanese maple. The bigleaf maple
flowers attract insects, many bumblebees and some butterflies; its
leaves support many caterpillars, notably our largest and most
spectacular moth, the Polyphemus Moth. Whereas the Japanese maple
supports no insects, is of very little value to birds and no value to
pollinators.
Our world is becoming "homogenized" in its built landscape appearance,
with the same exotic plants (often worthless to songbirds and
pollinators) used repeatedly, so that landscapes often provide rather
little in the way of "sense of place." Every part of the world has its
unique spectrum of native plants, and when used in landscaping, those
locally native plants reinforce the sense of "there" there!

Board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 7
pm, on Zoom while we shelter-in-place. People interested in the
work of the chapter are welcome to attend as a guest of any board
member. Email us at yerba.buena.cnps.chapter@gmail.com for more
information.
President
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Vice President
Paul Bouscal
bouscalp@yahoo.com
Past President
Gerry Knezevich
gruicaknez@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Bob Hall
bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Sophie Constantinou
sophie@citizenfilm.org
Chapter Council Delegate
Paul Bouscal
bouscalp@yahoo.com
Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
San Mateo County
Conservation
Mike Vasey 650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu
Education Coordinator
Position vacant
Field Trips Chair
Noreen Weeden
noreen@naturetrip.com
Garden Tour
Coordinator needed
Horticulture Chair
Elliot Goliger
elliot@artisanslandscape.com
Hospitality Coordinators
Positions vacant
Invasive Exotics
Mark Heath 415-235-0987
mark@shelterbeltbuilders.com
Legislation/CEQA, EIRs
Linda Shaffer
ljshaffer1@comcast.net
Lepidopterist
Liam O’Brien 415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com
Membership Records
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com

Newsletter Design & Layout
Kipp McMichael 510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com
Newsletter Chair
Libby Ingalls 415-346-9672
libbyingalls@igc.org
Outreach Chair
Susan Karasoff
bozo at saturn5 dot org
Photo Documentation
Margo Bors 415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net
Greg Gaar 415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com
Plant Sale Chair
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Programs Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
Publicity
Bob Hall
bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood
mikeofftraveling@gmail.com
Rare Plants Chair
San Mateo County
David Nelson 415-925-0501
nelsondl@pacbell.net
San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse 415-269-9967
dougsr228@comcast.net
Technology Co-Chairs
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Noreen Weeden
noreen@naturetrip.com
Volunteer Chair
Beth Cataldo
b.cataldo@gmail.com

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS AND NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Would you like to help make San Francisco more biodiverse, and spread your passion for the importance of native plants
to life on earth? We are looking for a Communications Coordinator and an Education Chair, as well as new Board
Members. If you would like to be more involved with the activities of the Yerba Buena Chapter, please contact Eddie
Bartley at yerba.buena.cnps.chapter@gmail.com. Thank you for helping make San Francisco green.
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JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
Learn to understand California’s unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

Members receive many benefits including free subscriptions to Flora
magazine, Fremontia journal, and Yerba Buena News, e-news, access
to fun activities, plant sale and nursery discounts, and more. All
contributions are tax-deductible. For more information or to join,
please visit www.cnps.org/membership.

____Yes, I’d like to join.
Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter
Membership Category
____ $2,500 Benefactor
____ $1,000 Patron
____ $ 500 Supporter
____ $ 120 Plant Lover
____ $ 50 Individual
____ $ 25 Fixed Income/Student

YERBA BUENA NEWS
Volume 35, number 1 (March 2021)
Published quarterly by the Yerba Buena Chapter
California Native Plant Society
Design & Production – Kipp McMichael
Proofreading – Libby Ingalls & Linda Shaffer
Masthead design – Barry Deutsch
Chapter logo – Nancy Baron

Make your check out to “CNPS”
and mail with this form to:
California Native Plant Society
2707 K Street, Suite 1
Sacramento, CA 95816-5113
Name ______________________
Address ________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip __________ Telephone _____________
email _________________________________

California Native Plant Society
Yerba Buena Chapter
338 Ortega Street
San Francisco, CA 94122

DEADLINES FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER
Articles & general copy – April 25
Time-dependent material – May 5
Late-breaking news – By arrangement

Visit: www.cnps-yerbabuena.org
4

YERBA
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NEWS
THE YERBA BUENA
CHAPTER OF THE
CA L I FO R N IA
NATIVE PLANT
SOCIETY FOR
SA N F R A N C I S C O
A N D N O RT H E R N
SAN MATEO COUNTY
ALL ADDRESS CHANGES TO: cnps@cnps.org - subject: Member Address Change
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