
PROGRAMS
Everyone is welcome to attend membership meetings in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco
County Fair Building (SFCFB) at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way in Golden Gate Park. The #71 and #44
buses stop at the building.  The N-Judah, #6, #43, and #66 lines stop within 2 blocks.
Before our programs, we take our speakers to dinner at Chang�s Kitchen, 1030 Irving Street, between
11th and 12th Avenues.  Join us for good Chinese food and interesting conversation.  Meet at the restaurant
at 5:30 pm.  RSVP appreciated but not required. If you wish to notify, please call Jake Sigg at 415-
731-3028.

FEBRUARY 1, THURSDAY, 7:30 pm
A Bird�s Eye View of Ecology
Speaker:  Josiah Clark
Using videos in which Josiahhas captured birds and their habitats, he will lead us on a bird safari getting
up close and personal with many cool, fierce and cute locals we have probably never seen before. Looking
to birds as �environmental indicators� he will go over some of the prevailing and fundamental ecological
concepts in our area and see how these create opportunities and challenges to our native feathered
friends.
Josiah will discuss identification, behaviors, foraging methods and breeding requirements of some of
San Francisco�s most emblematic bird species. Understanding the ecology of local birds will not only
make each of us a better naturalistbut also a better habitat advocate and steward as well.
began birding and exploring San Francisco as a kid. He was taught and inspired by local birding and
nature masters from a young age and had the opportunity to study ornithology and botany starting in
high school. He went on to study ornithology, vertebrate biology and restoration ecology at UC Santa
Cruz. Josiah Clark has been focusing on the ecology of San Francisco and the greater Bay Area for over
20 years. Through work in the field, nursery and classroom he has become specialist on urban wildlife
and creating habitat in city parks. He is a regular consultant for the San Francisco Recreations and
Parks Department where jobs have include conducting breeding bird surveys, habitat assessments and
leading biodiversity trainings for city gardeners.
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NO PROGRAM  in January

FUTURE PROGRAM
March 1�Potential Impact of Climate Change on California Vegetation
Speaker:  Thomas Parker, Ph.D.

FIELD TRIPS
Members and non-members are encouraged to attend these FREE walks. Signups are not
required�just meet at the specified place and time. If rain or high wind is forecast, we
recommend checking with the contact (listed at the end of the trip description) a couple
of hours before the trip.

FEBRUARY 17, SATURDAY 10am- 2pm
San Bruno Mountain Manzanitas
Leaders: Doug Allshouse and David Nelson

California is the world center of manzanita diversity; 104 of 105
manzanita species are found within the California Floristic Province.
Over half of the species are centered in the narrow coastal region
between Mendocino and San Luis Obispo counties. This suggests that
the genus evolved in the western part of North America, and evidence
dates them as far back as the Middle Miocene (15-11 million years
ago) during a time of global warming.San Bruno Mountain is ground-
zero for glandular manzanitas. Of the seven species and forms here,
four are endemic. On this field trip we will see three endemics; San
Bruno Mt manzanita (Arctostaphylos imbricata), Pacific manzanita (A.
pacifica), Leobrewer manzanita (A. uva ursi forma leobreweri) and one
rare and one common manzanita; Montara Mt manzanita (A.
montaraensis) and evergreen manzanita (A. uva-ursi forma coactilis).
Manzanitas are not easy to identify and may seem intimidating, but
thanks to a recent publication the job is much easier.If you have a
copy of the Field Guide to Manzanitas by Michael Kauffmann, Tom

Parker, and Michael Vasey, bring it along. If not David and Doug have
created a quick and easy foldout guide to help you identify the San
Bruno Mountain manzanitas. We will also see other plant taxa along
the way.  Due to the sensitive nature of this off-trail adventure we
must limit thisouting to 15 people. If you want to attend this limited

(FIELD TRIPS continued on page 2)
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PLANT ID WORKSHOPS
Second Thursday of the month 6 � 7:30 pm on

December 14,February 8th,March 8th, April 12th, and May 10th
San Francisco State University
1600 Holloway Avenue
Hensill Hall, Botany Lab, Room 440

There will be one more workshop in the fall on Thursday, December
14th. We resume after the holidays on February 8th, 2018.The Spring
Semester will consist of four plant ID workshops on the second
Thursday of the month throughout the spring. These workshops are
a collaboration between the Yerba Buena Chapter and San Francisco
State University. The workshops are a great relaxing place to learn
about botany. We normally start with a PowerPoint presentation
discussing diagnostic characteristics of a plant family, aspects of its
ecology, distribution, and evolutionary history. Botany graduate students
will then assist us to key out live specimens. Mark your calendars for
February 8th, March 8th, April 12th, and May 10th. The workshops
begin at 6 pm and run until 7:30 pm.

ACTIVITIES

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR NEEDED
The chapter is seeking a volunteer to keep our field trips program going strong. This fun and important
job could be done by one individual, or shared by two or more people. The job mainly involves planning
and scheduling trips, and attending them is purely optional. We have a core of excellent, experienced
trip leaders, and the coordinator(s) will be more than welcome to contribute their own ideas for
developing new trip leaders and new destinations. Please contact Gail Wechsler at wechslerifolia@gmail.com
for more information or to volunteer.

field trip, please email Doug to reserve your space and confirm our
meeting place.Bring a lunchand a 10-power loupe. Heavy rain
postpones to February 24. There is a $6 cash fee payable at the ranger
kiosk. Contact Doug at dougsr228@comcast.net, call or text 415-
269-9967.

JANUARY 20, SATURDAY 10am- 1pm
San Bruno Mountain: Saddle and Bog Trails
Leader: Doug Allshouse

This field trip is a winter staple solet�s start with an easy walk around
the saddle and bog with East Bay and San Francisco views. It features
grasslands, mono-cultures of gorse, a eucalyptus forest, the headwaters
of Colma Creek, and a rare upland wetland. Several past restoration
projects offer vivid examples of success and failure and are worth
discussing.  The area is rich in plant species and its eastern grasslands
share plant species common to the southeast portion of the mountain
such as coast iris and purple needlegrass. We may see golden violet

and silver lupine, the host plants for the endangered Callippe Silverspot
and Mission Blue butterflies. The bog is a wetland with sedges, rushes,
cow parsnip, willows, and creek dogwood. It may be wet from winter
rains so wear appropriate shoes. Bring layers because the saddle may
be windy, but the bog is generally sheltered. Bring lunch or snacks
and we can eat at the Day Camp between the saddle and the bog.
There is a $6 cash fee for park admission payable at the ranger kiosk.
Meet in the main lot just past the kiosk. Heavy rain cancels. For
questions, call or text Doug at 415-269-9967 or email
dougsr228@comcast.net

JANUARY 20, SATURDAY, 10 am
McLaren Park Mushrooms
Leader: J.R. Blair
Join mushroom enthusiast, J.R. Blair, for a fungal foray in McLaren
Park on Saturday, January 20th. We will meet at 10:00 am at the Jerry
Garcia Amphitheater parking lot. Drought cancels (that is, if there is
no significant precipitation in the month of January.) Email J.R. at
jrblair@sfsu.edu if you have any questions.

FIELD TRIPS (continued)
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Scoliopus bigelovii
fetid adder�s tongue
by Kristin Jakob



Cream Cups
Platystemon californicus

by Michael Wood

One of the most defining characteristics of
the California landscape is the explosion of
color on our grassy hillsides and valley floors
that can be seen during the spring. And,
indeed, it was something recorded in the
journals of our earliest naturalists. It intrigued
explorers with such familiar names as David
Douglas (1799-1834), Thomas Coulter (1793-
1843), Thomas Nuttall (1786-1859), and John
C. Fremont (1813-1890), and inspired the
likes of John Steinbeck and John Muir. John
Muir said, �When California was wild, it was
the floweriest part of the continent.�

The landscape as canvas is painted with a
palette of a multitude of shades of yellows,
oranges, blues and purples comprised of the
blossoms of goldfields (Lasthenia californica),
tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), annual lupine
(Lupinus bicolor), purple owl�s clover (Castilleja
exserta) and many, many more. The ten most
prominent spring-time displays can be
witnessed at Antelope Valley and near the
Town of Gorman (Los Angeles County), Bear
Valley (Colusa County), Carrizo Plain, Point
Buchon and Shell Creek (San Luis Obispo
County), Dry Creek (Tulare County),
Figueroa Mountain (Santa Barbara County),
Merced Valley (Mariposa/Merced County),
and Walker Canyon (Riverside County).

Perhaps the most charismatic of our native
wildflowers is California poppy (Eschscholzia
californica), which is, in fact, our state
flower.The poppy family (Papaveraceae)

consists of about 42 genera and 775 species
ofworldwide distribution principallyin the
Northern Hemisphere. The most notable
member of this family is the opium poppy
(Papaver somniferum), which is thought to have
originated in the eastern Mediterranean.
Other members of the family have economic
importance as ornamental species. The poppy
family includesannuals, biennials, and
perennials, and herbs, subshrubs, shrubs, and
small trees.

California is host to 33 taxa belonging to the
genera Arctomecon, Argemone, Canbya, Corydalis,
Dendromecon, Dicentra, Ehrendorferia, Eschscholzia,
Hesperomecon, Meconella, Pavaver, Platystemon
and Romneya. Sixteen taxa in the poppy family
appear on the CNPS Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants of California.

One member of the poppy family that is also
associated with many of California�s
wildflower fields is cream cups. Although
often overwhelmed by the bright yellow- and
orange-flowered blossoms, cream cups is a
delicate annual species that is always a delight
to come across. Growing 3-30 cm (1-12 in)
tall, cream cups has shaggy-hairy stems, basal
and cauline leaves that are linear to lanceolate
 and 1-9 cm (0.4-3.6 in) long. A single flower
develops from a nodding bud at the end of a
long peduncle. The six flower petals are cream
with a yellow base, tip or both. Flowering
occurs March through May.

Cream cups is found is coastal sage scrub,
northern oak woodland, southern oak
woodland, foothill woodland, chaparral, and
valley grassland plant communities, generally
on sandy soil and at elevations below 1,000
m (3,280 ft). It is often seen after burns.

Outside of California, the distribution of
cream cups extends to Oregon, Utah, Arizona,
and Baja California. Named by the English
taxonomist George Bentham (1800-1884),
cream cups has been collected in 51 of
California�s 58 counties.

In the San Francisco Bay Area, cream cups is
fairly common in Alameda, Contra Costa,
Marin, Napa, San Mateo, Santa Clara and
Sonoma counties. In San Francisco, cream
cups historically occurred in the city on sandy
and clayey soils of open or brushy hills and
dunes, on serpentine in the Presidio, at Lake
Merced, Twin Peaks, and Potrero Hills.
Unfortunately, it has not been seen in San
Francisco County since 1957 and is presumed
extirpated here.

Given its wide distribution and broad
ecological tolerances, cream cups is not at
risk of going extinct any time soon. It therefore
has no status as a rare or endangered species.
However, the species warrants inclusion on
the Chapter�s list of locally significant species.
In developing this list, we created 11 filtering
criteria and four formal rarity rankings (see
Chapter Newsletter 2015, vol. 29, no. 3).
We then crunched the numbers for 730
species (540 extant and 190 extirpated).
Cream cups scored a significance value of 17,
earning it a spot on the second most
threatened rank, A2. Following the criteria
we developed, A2-ranked species are those
with a Significance Index (SI) score of 10-19.
Any project that would impact this species
must be analyzed pursuant to the guidelines
of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

FOCUS ON RARITIES
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A Chronicle of Natural History on San Bruno Mountain
by Doug Allshouse

Holy Jesus, what is going on with this bipolar weather? Late August
was acting like its usual steady self; cold and foggy. Then September
comes along, throws an outrageous temper tantrum with a blistering
heat wave and San Francisco sets an all-time high of 106 degrees!!
On September 11, we were treated to a good old-fashioned Ohio
Valley summer thunderstorm. It brought back memories of my
childhood in Youngstown, Ohio. In true bipolar character, September
turns cold and foggy again, hands off the dreariness to October which
eventually decides to give us another hot spell. For good measure,
we get a hellacious, but quick, windy autumn storm on the 20th that
makes a bit of a mess of things locally, but helps tamp down the
dreadful wildfires up north that started October 8th with 50 mph
winds.

September 21st was one of those cold, overcast mornings and, as I
was approaching the willows just past the upper Colma Creek bridge,
I was greeted by two Selasphorus hummingbirds. Selasphorus is the
genus of the Allen�s and Rufous Hummingbird, which are rather
cinnamon-colored as adults. These two were quite greenish which
hints at them being first-year birds. One was particularly friendly,
hovering about three feet from me.Positive identification can only be
done by examining the tips of the tail feathers, so using the word
selaphorus covers your butt. I heard our first Fox Sparrows on
September 24th in the willows west of the lower Colma Creek bridge.

The 29th brought the first iNaturalist Bio-Blitz to the mountain. David
Nelson and I took the Bog Trail and Katherine Wright of San Mateo
County Parks joined us. We were mostly doing botany and birding,
but one of the Sequoia Audubon members had her smartphone aimed
at the clump of willows at the head of the lower Bog Trail. I asked her
what she was observing, and she was recording some familiar �chups�
coming from deep in the willows. �Hermit Thrush, the first of the
season,� I said, and went on to catch up with my trail mates.

On the first Saturday of October, the Three Musketeers (David Nelson,
MarkSustarich and me) decided to check out Fire Road 1, the PG&E
access road from the Ridge Trail to Tank Ravine. Around the towers
down the road were tons of California fuchsia, a late summer-early
fall bloomer with bright red tubular flowers. Overall, the plant is
inconspicuous, but with those fiery blossoms it is hard to miss. The
patches were around a couple of pods of towers and ironically, the
first patch of fuchsias we discovered two years ago were also around
towers almost a mile away. It�s an interesting correlation: electrical
towers and fuchsias...hmmmm.

One of the harbingers of the arrival of autumn is California polypody,
an easily-recognizable fern with an affinity for rocky outcrops. The
genus Polypodium is Greek for many feet, alluding to the fuzzy knob-
like places on the rhizomes.This fern is one of the first �winter� plants
to sprout from the ground, usually by early October.It generally grows
in the cracks and crevices of rocky outcrops, forming a waterfall of
foliage and is equally at home along streambanks, coastal bluffs, or
north-facing slopes. Polypody stays green if its feet are wet, thenbegins
to turn brown when the ground dries, and as summer approaches the
leaves wither and fall off.

The Bog Trail is a very interesting walk, but it entails two trails with
very different habitats. The original trail begins at the junction of the
Old Guadalupe Trail and the Day Camp Road adjacent to the parking
lot. It basically parallels the OGT and crosses Colma Creek at the
upper bridge. A couple of years later a second trail was created that
intersects the original trail in two spots, creating a loop. It explores
a large area closer to Guadalupe Canyon Parkway. Because it is lower
in elevation than the original trail it is more mesic and supports water-
loving plants like rushes, sedges, water parsnip, tinker�s penny, and
speedwell. Winter rains soften the ground and runoff fills a couple
of shallow ponds with up to a foot of water, which eventually flows
down to Colma Creek. The super-soaking we received this past winter
and spring turned much of the lower trail into running streams and
soggy, muddy footing.

The rangers built a short section of elevated trail with redwood and
I dubbed it �The Redwood Highway.� They have widened parts of the
trail and have begun to pave it with gravel. It is not complete and
there are sections that really need a lot of help and engineering, but
it would be great if the work could make this a navigable trail in the
winter and early spring. One section near the lower bridge did not
dry out until August, but an innovative walker found two short boards
to place over the wet spot.The upper bridge was completely rebuilt.
There is so much to see in the bog during the rainy season but the
impossible condition of the trails literally rain on the parade. Hopefully,
the work being done will remedy that.

Autumn is undoubtedly the slow time of year, botanically speaking,
but come December things will begin to get interesting. The fall
grasses are springing up, the toyons are turning red with berries, so
the show will start soon.It will be time to search for rein orchid
leaves, watch for the bluish-white dogwood berries and white snow
berries, and the black coffee berries. The wallflower will break ground,
and the huckleberry and manzanitas will begin to bloom. Things will
be looking good PDQ�Pretty Damn Quick.

See you on the mountain...



CONSERVATION NEWS
New Biocontrol Project Making Progress on Cape-Ivy
by Dr. Patrick Moran and Dr. Scott Portman, USDA-Agricultural
Research Service, Exotic and Invasive Weeds Research Unit, Albany

Scientists with the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Agricultural
Research Service (USDA-ARS), Exotic and Invasive Weeds Research
Unit in Albany were busy this summer working on biological control
of some of the Bay Area�s worst invasive weeds. The objective is to
reduce or eliminate their ability to dominate our beautiful but sensitive
coastal riparian,forest, and scrub habitats, and reduce the need for
costly herbicidal control and laborious hand-pulling.

Biological control of weeds is the introduction of plant-feeding insects
that reduce the ability of the weed to survive, grow and reproduce.
Biological control �agents� must go through rigorous testing to verify
that they can feed and reproduce only on the targeted weed, and can
reduce weed survival, growth and/or reproduction. Detailed
information is gathered on the life history of the candidate agent.
Scientists then put all of this information into a �release petition� to
the USDA and USFWS. The application is reviewed nationally and at
the state level, and the public can chime in. Finally, a permit is issued
for field release.

Dr. Scott Portman and Dr. Patrick Moran, both research entomologists,
focused on Cape-ivy (Delairea odorata, Asteraceae), a vine-like perennial
that has set up shop in virtually every coastal riparian habitat in the
Bay Area, slithering from there into eucalyptus- and oak-dominated
forests and coastal scrublands. Cape-ivy smothers native herbs, forbs
and small trees, and can block waterways. Animals that depend on
those resources are then also excluded. Yerba Buena-CNPS members
have worked for years with many public and private landowners to
remove this noxious weed.

Enter a new biological control agent, Parafreutreta regalis, known also
as the Cape-ivy shoot tip-galling fly. Twenty years ago, CNPS garnered
contributions along with Cal-IPC to support a project to explore
Cape-ivy�s native range in South Africa, led by Dr. Joe Balciunas
(former USDA-ARS, now retired). The fly was one of two insects

selected for detailed testing, based on abundance and impact in the
native range. Studies were completed in a quarantine lab at the USDA-
ARS facility in Albany. The release petition was submitted in 2012
and a permit issued in 2016. These flies, about the size of a pencil
eraser tip, were released this summer. In our area, flies were released
between May and July 2017 in the Presidio in San Francisco, in a
county park in Half Moon Bay, in northern Monterey County, several
regional parks in the East Bay, and at a site in southern Sonoma
County.

The results so far are promising. Flies were released into mesh cages
and allowed time to mate and lay eggs in close contact with Cape-
ivy before dying in the cage. After a few weeks, the cages were
removed. Galls appeared about a month later. After one additional
month, exit �windows� appeared on the galls-a sure sign that the next
generation of flies was emerging. Free from the cage, those females
now have a sea of Cape-ivy in front of them for egg-laying.At the
Presidio site alone, 22 galls developed in the caged area. Across all
of the sites from Sonoma to Monterey, 102 galls were found by August
and 24 had exit �windows�. Dr. Portman is leading the monitoring
effort, which will continue year-round to track dispersal of the flies
as new generations emerge. Fly development will slow down in the
cool winter months.

Moran, Portman and their colleagues at the USDA-ARS in Albany
are also making progress on biocontrol of other invasive weeds,
including a shoot tip-galling wasp and tiny armored scale insect
targeting giant reed (Arundo donax, Poaceae), a major inland riparian
invader.  There is also a planthopper targeting water hyacinth (Eichhornia
crassipes, Pontederiaceae). Still other insects are being studied in
quarantine for biocontrol of French and Scotch broom. Other studies
are examining the efficacy of agents released in the past for yellow
starthistle and Dalmatian toadflax. The USDA scientists presented
current findings to the Yerba Buena CNPS at our July meeting. The
results of all of these studies can only help alleviate the pressure on
rare plant species caused by invasive weeds.

(Left to right): Mesh cage staked to ground to confine Cape-ivy flies for the first generation in the field; Closeup of Cape-ivy fly on galled
Cape-ivy shoot tip with �exit windows� in gall indicative of adult emergence; Abundant galls on Cape-ivy, including some with �exit
windows� still unbroken, indicating that adult emergence is about to happen.  Photo credits: Far left and right: S. Portman, USDA-ARS.
Middle: B. Grobbelear, ARC-PPRI, South Africa.

A Reason Why We Need to Attend More Public Meetings
by Jake Sigg

The reality is that there are lots of things that pull on available money
and that money is going less far these days. This is not the case now,
but if the public support is not apparent, some money could be shifted
to less optimum projects (as an example more money could go into

pathways, rather than trails). A CNPS fought very hard to get a little
bit of funding in the bond for nature. Putting a little more effort into
reminding the Commission that nature matters would be good.

I post this as one of many reasons we should be publicly more visible.
 The Yerba Buena Chapter is energized and we expect to be making
strides during 2018.  My hope is that an expanded Conservation

(CONSERVATION continued on page 6)5



Alemany Natives at Alemany Farms
Community workdays held from Noon to
5pm every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month
and the Saturdays in-between, plus every
Monday afternoon from 1:00-5:00.  Contact
community.gardeners@gmail.com

Bayview Hill
2nd Saturday, every other month. Contact
recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Bernal Hill
2rd Saturdays, every month. 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Buena Vista Park
1st Saturdays, every month, Contact
recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Candlestick Point State Park Nursery
1st Saturdays, every month. 10am-1pm
Contact Patrick Marley Rump at
patrick.rump@lejyouth.org.

Candlestick Point Recreation Area
2nd Saturdays, every month
Contact Patrick Marley Rump at
patrick.rump@lejyouth.org.

Corona Heights
Last Saturdays, every month. 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Friends of San Pedro Valley Park:
Trail Restoration
2nd Saturday 9 am - 12 pm, every month,
meet in front of Visitor Center

Friends of San Pedro Valley Park:
Habitat Restoration
3rd Saturday 9 am � 12 pm, every month,
meet in front of Visitor Center

Glen Canyon Park
3rd Saturdays, every month. 9am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Golden Gate Audubon Society
Various opportunities:
https://goldengateaudubon.org/volunteer/

Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Weekdays and weekends around the Bay Area.
Contact volunteer@parksconservancy.org or
415-561-3044

Golden Gate Park Oak Woodlands
2nd Saturdays, every month. 10:00am-
12:30pm
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Green Hairstreak Corridor, Golden
Gate Heights
Periodically. Contact
amber@natureinthecity.org

Half Moon Bay State Beach
Various restoration and nursery opportunities.
Contact  email
HMBParksVolunteer@Parks.ca.gov

Heron�s Head Park
Various opportunities at
http://sfport.com/herons-head-park

Lake Merced
1st Saturdays, every month 1:30pm-3:30pm
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Linda Mar Beach, Pacifica
4th Saturdays, 10am-noon. Visit
pacificabeachcoalition.org

Marin Headlands Native Plant Nursery
Weekdays and weekends. Contact (415) 561-
3044 or volunteer@parksconservancy.org

McLaren Park
2nd Saturdays of even months, 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

McKinley Square Hillside

3rd Saturdays, 10am-12:30. Contact
into@mckinleysquare.com

Mission Creek South Bank
Generally Saturday mornings. Contact
Ginny Stearns for times. Call 415-552-
4577 or ginnystearns@gmail.com

Mt. Sutro
Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm at the nursery;
1st and 3rd Saturdays 9:00am-1pm, visit
sutrostewards.org

Pacifica�s Environmental Family
Various opportunities. See events calendar:
http://www.pacificasenvironmentalfamily.
org

Rockaway Switchbacks, Pacifica
1st Fridays, October-May, 10am-noon. Contact
freidele2@yahoo.com

San Bruno Mountain
Guadalope Valley Stewards, Tuesdays 10am-
12pm; Mission Blue Nursery, Wednesdays,
10am-12:30pm; Stewardship Saturdays,
10am-1pm; South San Francisco Weed
Warriors, last Fridays and Saturdays of the
month, 9am-noon. See events calendar
mountainwatch.org

SF Recreation and Parks
Volunteer calendar:
http://sfrecpark.org/support-your-
parks/volunteer-program/

San Mateo County Parks
Stewardship Core calendar
http://parks.smcgov.org/smc-parks-
stewardship-corps

Save the Bay
Various opportunities
https://www.savesfbay.org/volunteer

Starr-King Open Space
2nd Saturdays every month, 9:30am-noon.
Visit starrkingopenspace.org

Tennessee Valley Restoration
2nd ,4th  & 5th  Tuesdays, 10am-2pm.
Visit parksconservancy.org

Yerba Buena Chapter Restoration Team
Wednesdays, noon-3pm. Contact Jake Sigg
at jakesigg@earthlink.net

HABITAT RESTORATION

CONSERVATION NEWS (continued)

Committee can find ways of getting more participation from our
members and friends.  People will turn out if supplied with information
and given reasons for attending.  We have seen that people will show
up, e.g., at the NRAMP hearings and when biodiversity was the topic
at Commission on the Environment.  The Conservation Committee
will supply the information for volunteers to act.  We do not need
mass turnouts, just be a constant presence, and to have a variety of
faces instead of just one or two.
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Habitat Restoration on Southeastern Waterfront

Join our Golden Gate Audubon partners in a joint work party with
CNPS volunteers to work on a restored wetland.   Activities include
invasive plant removal, trash pickup and planting.  See native plants
(including the rare sea blite, Suaeda californica), and a variety of shorebirds
and waterbirds.

Pier 94, on San Francisco�s South Eastern Waterfront
Saturday, December 2, 2017 from 9am-noon
Contact:  Noreen Weeden, 510-301-0570

Directions:   Take Third Street to Cargo Way first left onto Amador,
this street makes a sharp right in an industrial area, the address is 480
Amador St. (an office for a neighbor). Turn into the gravel parking lot
before the chain link fence on the left.  Just ahead you will see a small
sign next to white barriers. This is the entrance to .  Park in front of
the barriers.  If you have not been there before, print out these
instructions and take them with you, as the industrial areas you go
through may be confusing.  Printable map:
https://goldengateaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/Map-to-Pier-
94-ww1.JPG

Welcome New CNPS Members!

Bonnie Fisher, Kelly Kozak, Matthew Le Merle,

Henry Turner, Asha Vitlacil, Patsornkarn Vorapharuek,

Theresa Walterskirchen, and Doug Wildman
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BOARD MEETINGS
Board meetings are open to all Chapter members. They are held
on the second Monday of every month (except August and
December) at 350 Amber Drive (SF Police Academy) and start at
7 pm. Contact Ellen Edelson (e.edelson@sbcglobal.net) for more
information.

If you prefer electronic delivery:
Send an email indicating your wish to:

yerbabuenacnps@gmail.com

Make the switch to
 the Electronic Newsletter!

Meet the Chapter�s Newly Elected Officers

President - Gerry Knezevich
Gerry has been a member of Yerba Buena Chapter since 2010. Prior
to becoming active in the chapter he spearheaded the 99% native
garden at Jefferson Elementary located at 19th & Irving in San
Francisco. Since then he has assisted with the newsletter, volunteered
at the annual plant sale, taken part in the information booth at the SF
Flower and Garden Show, and for the last two years has held the Vice
President position. He is the recipient of the Continuing Service
Award from the California State PTA 2nd District, and Certificates of
Recognition from San Francisco Supervisor, Eric Mar, CA
Assemblyperson Phil Ting, and CA Senator Mark Leno. Gerry is
looking forward to working with the board and members, increasing
membership of the Yerba Buena Chapter and promoting a better
understanding of San Francisco�s ecological history.

Vice President - Eddie Bartley
Eddie has been a member of the board at the CNPS Yerba Buena
chapter since December of 2015. As Technology co-chair (with Noreen
Weeden) he solicited grant money for a new chapter web site then
organized a web committee team to create the chapter's new web
site which launched in May of 2017. He is the primary administrator
of the new site and focuses on keeping it easy to use and updated
with the many events the chapter has to offer members and the public.
Eddie is actively involved with many natural history and science based
institutions including the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory (Day
Leader in the banding program), Golden Gate Audubon Society
(Education Committee member, instructor), California Academy of
Sciences (Researcher/Master Birding Program instructor). He is the
co-owner and lead naturalist of Nature Trip a natural history tour
company that started in 2004 and past owner and president of Affinitel
Communications (1987-2004 a telecommunications company).  Eddie
is currently the President of the Farallon Islands Foundation.

Secretary � Kathy Kellerman
Kathy joined CNPS in 2003.  She earned a PhD in Developmental
Biology from Washington University and moved to the bay area 20
years ago to work in biotech.  She became familiar with California
natives when she headed the effort to landscape her daughter�s school
with native plants.  She is currently employed as a Nursery Manager
for Go Native, a habitat restoration company based in Montara.  She
also serves on the Pacifica Land Trust board and is the Project Manager
for the Pedro Point Headlands Restoration and Trails Project.  She
hopes to serve the Yerba Buena chapter as secretary.

Treasurer � Bob Hall
Bob Hall has been a CNPS volunteer for four years. He has been
whacking weeds with the Natural Areas program, pitching in on plant
sales and the garden tour. Bob�s biggest focus is modernizing Yerba
Buena�s systems. He has enjoyed improving the chapter�s social media
presence and helping with the launch of the chapter�s new website.
Bob has a B.B.A. from Eastern Michigan University and worked as
an accountant for four years before becoming a writer in the advertising
industry. He looks forward to modernizing the chapter�s financial
functions.

Community Thrift
Thank you to all who have donated furniture, clothing, books,
CDs, and housewares to Community Thrift and designated CNPS
as the beneficiary. Donating is easy. Simply drop off clean and
saleable items at the CT donation door, open from 10 am to 5 pm
every day, and ask them to list CNPS (charity #152) as the
beneficiary. The donation door is located on the south side of
the building on Sycamore Alley, parallel to 18th Street and
perpendicular to Mission and Valencia Streets. Sycamore runs one
way from Mission toward Valencia. Please note that, because of
the February 2009 Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act,
CT can no longer accept any children�s items. CT is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Your donations are tax-deductible, and
produce more chapter income than you might think.

CHAPTER NEWS

OFFICERS & CONTACTS
President
Gerry Knezevich
gruicaknez@yahoo.com

Vice President
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com

Treasurer
Bob Hall
bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
Kathy Kellerman
kkellerm@sonic.net

Chapter Council Delegate
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

San Mateo County
Conservation
Mike Vasey 650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu

Education Coordinator
Position vacant

Field Trips Chair
Position vacant

Garden Tour
Coordinator needed

Hospitality Coordinators
Position vacant

Invasive Exotics
Mark Heath 415-235-0987
mark@shelterbeltbuilders.com

Legislation Chair
Linda Shaffer 415-206-1428
ljshaffer1@comcast.net

Lepidopterist
Liam O�Brien 415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com

Membership Development
Position vacant

Membership Records
George Suter 415-665-1185
geosuter@prodigy.net

Newsletter Editor
Kipp McMichael 510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com

Photo Documentation
Margo Bors 415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net

Greg Gaar 415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com

Plant Sale Coordinator
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Posters and Book Sales Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Programs Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

Publicity
Rachel Kesel
Bob Hall bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood 925-899-1282
mike@wood-biological.com

Rare Plants Chair
San Mateo County
David Nelson 415-925-0501
nelsondl@pacbell.net

San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse 415-269-9967
dougsr228@comcast.net

Technology Co-Chairs
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Noreen Weeden
noreen@naturetrip.com

Webmaster
Kipp McMichael
kimcmich@hotmail.com



 Learn to understand California�s unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

____Yes, I�d like to join.

Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter

Membership Category
____ $1,500 Mariposa Lily
____ $  600 Benefactor
____ $  300 Patron
____ $  100 Plant Lover
____ $  75 Family
____ $  45 Individual
____ $  25 Limited Income/Student

Make your check out to �CNPS�
and mail with this form to:
 California Native Plant Society
 2707 K Street, Suite 1
 Sacramento, CA 95816-5113

Name ____________________________
Address ________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip __________ Telephone _____________
email _________________________________

Dues above the $12 for publications are tax deductible. You will
receive the Yerba Buena News, the informative triannual journal
Fremontia, and a statewide news bulletin. Members of other
chapters may subscribe to the Yerba Buena News alone for $10
per year, renewable annually. Send a check made out to �CNPS�
to 1 Alviso Court, Pacifica, CA 94044-4239.

JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

California Native Plant Society
Yerba Buena Chapter
338 Ortega Street
San Francisco, CA 94122

Visit: www.cnps-yerbabuena.org

N E W S

Y E R B A
BUENA

THE YERBA BUENA

CHAPTER OF THE

C A L I F O R N I A

N A T I V E  P L A N T

S O C I E T Y  F O R

SAN FRANCISCO

AND NORTHERN

SAN MATEO COUNTY

Printed on recycled paper ALL ADDRESS CHANGES TO: cnps@cnps.org - subject: Member Address Change

YERBA BUENA NEWS
Volume 31, number 4 (December 2017)

Published quarterly by the Yerba Buena Chapter
California Native Plant Society

Design & Production � Kipp McMichael
Proofreading � Doug Allshouse

 Masthead design � Barry Deutsch
Chapter logo � Nancy Baron

DEADLINES FOR DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
Articles & general copy � January 25

Time-dependent material � February 5
Late-breaking news � By arrangement

Aristolochia californica
      Dutchman�s pipe
        by Margaret
                  Kemp


