
PROGRAMS
Everyone is welcome to attend membership meetings in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco
County Fair Building (SFCFB) at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way in Golden Gate Park. The #71 and #44
buses stop at the building. The N-Judah, #6, #43, and #66 lines stop within 2 blocks.
Before our programs, we take our speakers to dinner at Chang�s Kitchen, 1030 Irving Street, between
11th and 12th Avenues. Join us for good Chinese food and interesting conversation. Meet at the restaurant
at 5:30 pm. RSVP appreciated but not required. If you wish to notify, please call Jake Sigg at 415-
731-3028.

JUNE 1, THURSDAY, 7:30 PM
Ina Coolbrith: The Bittersweet Song of California�s First Poet Laureate
Speaker: Aleta George
The California poppy was ten years away from being named California�s official state flower when
poet Ina Coolbrith wrote �Copa de Oro� in 1893. The orange poppy had been given the Latin name
Eschscholzia californica earlier that century, but Ina preferred the older Spanish name, la copa de oro.
When botanist Luther Burbank named a hybridized poppy crimson eschscholzia Ina Coolbrith, she told
him that when she wrote "Copa de Oro" she hadn�t known she would become a member of the family.
Aleta George is the author of an award-winning biography, Ina Coolbrith: The Bittersweet Song of California's
First Poet Laureate. George will speak about Coolbrith and the poet�s love of California wildflowers.
Local author Aleta George writes about nature and culture in California. She has written for Smithsonian,
Bay Nature, and the San Francisco Chronicle.

JULY 6, THURSDAY, 7:30 PM
Biological Control of Cape-Ivy and Other Weeds: Advancements, Opportunities, and Considerations
Speakers: Patrick J. Moran, Ph.D. & Scott L. Portman, Ph.D.
Cape-ivy (Delairea odorata Lemaire) was introduced from South Africa and has invaded riparian, forest,
and scrub habitats all along the California coast, even extending into southern Oregon. Cape-ivy vines
smother other vegetation and degrade habitat quality.Work is now being done to reduce cape-ivy with
biocontrol. Biocontrol is used because other methods such as herbicides and hand pulling are not cost
effective for large areas. It involves the introduction of host-specific herbivorous natural enemies from
the weed�s native range. The ultimate objective of biocontrol is to reduce the ability of the weed to
grow, reproduce, disperse, and compete with native plants. Patrick and Scott will discuss their latest
scientific research and the introduction of insects to control cape-ivy. Like any weed control method,
biocontrol has advantages, disadvantages, and risks � points which will also be discussed.
Dr. Patrick Moran is a Research Entomologist with the USDA-ARS, Exotic and Invasive Weeds Research
Unit in Albany California. He has a total of 16 years of experience and over 50 publications. His research
focuses on biological and integrated management of terrestrial and aquatic weeds that threaten water
resources. He has expertise in plant-insect interactions, determination of the life cycle, host range and

impact of biological control agents of weeds, and methods to improve their field establishment and impact. Patrick is Lead Scientist on a 5-
year research project at the USDA-ARS, and Lead Co-Director on the Delta Region Area Wide Aquatic Weed Project (DRAAWP), focused
on integrated control of aquatic weeds in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. He holds a Ph.D. in Entomology from Penn State University.
Dr. Scott Portman is a Postdoctoral Researcher with the USDA-ARS, Exotic and Invasive Weeds Research Unit in Albany California. Previously,
Scott had a postdoctoral appointment at Montana State University where his research involved using biologicals to control insect pests of
wheat. He has expertise in classical biological control, plant-insect interactions, chemical ecology, and insect molecular genetics. He holds a
Master�s in Entomology from the University of Florida, and a Ph.D. in Biology from Penn State University.

August 3, THURSDAY, 7:30 PM
Save the Superbloom: How Extraordinary Years
Can Help Us to Save Extraordinary Places
Speaker: Dan Gluesenkamp, Ph.D.
This past spring Californians and indeed all the world were treated to
a spectacular season of wildflowers. While not every part of California
was treated to a Superbloom, some parts were, and it drew the attention of the world. Major newspapers across the nation featured stories
about the bloom. Broadcasters ranging from Korean Television to Netflix made trips to out-of-the-way California wildflower destinations to
document them for their viewers. This excitement was driven by a confluence of events � climatic conditions provided California some
beautiful blooms, and political circumstances gave all of us the need to see beauty, resilience, resistance, and hope.
In this talk, the focus will be on the 2017 super bloom, its flowers, the frenzy, and the broader significance. Yes, there will be photos of flowers.
There will also be pictures of industrial-scale solar farms and pot-growing fields, where flowers once flourished. Finally, there will be a
discussion of the CNPS Important Plant Areas (IPAs) project, an ambitious endeavor that deploys scientific data and citizen science to identify
the most important parts of California and ensure that we do everything possible to save them for the future.
Dan Gluesenkamp is Executive Director of the California Native Plant Society and works with CNPS staff and chapters to protect, understand,
and celebrate California�s native flora. Dan earned his Ph.D. at UC Berkeley studying the ecology of native and invasive thistles. He previously
worked as Executive Director of the Calflora Database, and as Director of Habitat Protection and Restoration for Audubon Canyon Ranch�s
thirty preserves. He is a co-founder of the California Invasive Plant Council and of the Bay Area Early Detection Network (BAEDN).
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FIELD TRIPS
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JEPSON HERBARIUM WORKSHOPS
For 2017, the Jepson Workshop Series is proud to offer course offerings
in botany, plant taxonomy, regional floras, ecology and more. Join us
for another great year of learning about the flora of California!

June 3�4 & 10�11, 2017
How to Learn the Plant Families of California
Ingrid Jordon�Thaden
UC Berkeley and Bay Area field sites

June 13�16, 2017
Exploring the Yolla Bolly�Middle Eel Wilderness
Julie Kierstead Nelson, Heath Bartosh
Yolla Bolly Wilderness�Middle Eel Wilderness

August 3�6, 2017
Tejon Ranch in August: Late�Season Treasures of the Tehachapis
Neal Kramer, Nick Jensen, Maynard Moe
Tejon Conservancy and Tejon Ranch

August 12�13, 2017
Compositae
Bruce Baldwin, John L. Strother
UC Berkeley

To register visit:
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/workshops/2017/regform_2017.html

ACTIVITIES

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR NEEDED
The chapter is seeking a volunteer to keep our field trips program going strong. This fun and important
job could be done by one individual, or shared by two or more people. The job mainly involves planning
and scheduling trips, and attending them is purely optional. We have a core of excellent, experienced
trip leaders, and the coordinator(s) will be more than welcome to contribute their own ideas for
developing new trip leaders and new destinations. Please contact Gail Wechsler at wechslerifolia@gmail.com
for more information or to volunteer.

There are no workshops during the summer months of
June, July, and August. The workshops will resume in
September and continue through the fall semester.
Please stay tuned for an update in the September
newsletter with dates and times.

PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS ON SUMMER BREAK



Golden-Eyed Grass
Sisyrinchium californicum
by Michael Wood

When is a grass not a grass? Why, when it�s
a Sisyrinchium, of course. Also known as
California yellow-eyed grass and even by the
absurd moniker golden blue-eyed grass,
golden-eyed grass is not a grass at all. This
perennial monocot belongs to the iris family
(Iridaceae), a group of 65 genera and 2050
taxa. Although best represented in Africa, the
family occurs worldwide, mostly in sub-
tropical to temperate regions. It is a very
familiar family to most of us for its floricultural
varieties such as Iris, Gladiolus, and Freesia, and
for those of horticultural value, including
Chasmanthe, Crocosmia,Crocus, Dietes, Sparaxis,
Tritonia, and Watsonia. Saffron, the ancient
spice of kings, is derived from the styles and
stigmas of Crocus sativus.

The iris family includes mostly perennial herbs
producing underground storage organs such
as corms (e.g., Gladiolus, Iris), rhizomes (e.g.,
Sisyrinchium and some species of Iris), or,
rarely, bulbs (e.g., some species of Iris). Like
your typical monocot, members of the family
produce narrow, linear leaves with parallel
veins and flower parts (bracts, tepals*,
stamens, and style branches) in threes or
multiples thereof. Inflorescences are typically
terminal (found at the tip) and cymose (a
cyme is a flat-topped or rounded, branched
inflorescence in which the upper-most flowers
open first). Flowers are bisexual with six
perianth segments that are either
actinomorphic (i.e., radially symmetrical, as
with Sisyrinchium) or zygomorphic (i.e.,
bilaterally symmetrical, as with

Gladiolus). Most members of the family are
pollinated by insects. The flowers of many iris
species are fused at the base into a short tube.
Flower shape, size, and color are highly variable
and are highly suited to modification by
hybridization. This, of course, makes the family
desired by plant breeders.

There are four subfamilies of the Iridaceae.
One is restricted to Tasmania, and two are
centered in Africa south of the Sahara. The
fourth, Iridoideaea, is native to North America
and includes seven genera (Alophia, Calydorea,
Herbertia, Iris, Nemastylis, Olsynium, and
Sisyrinchium) and 81 species. The majority of
the diversity is found in the genus Iris, with
34 species, and, much to my surprise, in
Sisyrinchium, with 37 species in North America
and over 100 in total. California is host to
three native genera, Iris, Olsynium, and
Sisyrinchium.

In California, Iris is the most diverse genus,
being represented by 14 native species and
six native subspecies. Not far behind is
Sisyrinchium, with seven native species and
three native subspecies, three of which are
included on the CNPS� state list of rare and
endangered plants. Members of the genus
Sisyrinchium are characteristically compact,
tufted perennials arising from rhizomes. They
are distinguished from other members of the
family by their thread-like style branches
(compared to those of the irises, for example,
which are flattened and look like little petals),
by inflorescences that are umbel-like (think
carrots), and by having winged stems.

By far the most common member of the genus
is blue-eyed grass (S. bellum). Known from 51
of California�s 58 counties, blue-eyed grass

occurs in open, grassy areas from sea level
to nearly 8000 feet in elevation. At the
other end of the spectrum are Death Valley
blue-eyed grass (S. funereum), Hitchcock�s

blue-eyed grass (S. hitchcockii),
and timberland blue-

eyed grass (S.
longipes), which are
known only from

Inyo, Humboldt, and
San Bernardino counties,

respectively.

Golden-eyed grass is the second
most widespread member of the
genus, having been recorded from
16 counties, ranging from Kern
and San Luis Obispo counties in

the south, and extending along the
coast all the way to British

Columbia. It is otherwise absent from
the rest of the state except for low elevations
in the disparate counties of El Dorado and
Madera. Golden-eyed grass overlaps with the
more widespread blue-eyed grass, and these
are the only members of the genus occurring
in the San Francisco Bay Area.

The common, blue-eyed grass produces
flowers that are blue-purple, blue-violet, pale
blue or even, rarely, white. Only three species
of Sisyrinchium produce yellow flowers and
only one of them occurs here. So,
distinguishing between our two species is a
simple matter unless you have color vision
deficiency. Golden-eyed grass flowers from
spring through summer.

Golden-eyed grass is described as occurring
in open, generally moist areas near the coast.
However, most local floras describe the plant
as occurring in boggy or marshy places. In
the northern San Francisco Peninsula, Thomas
(1961) describes the species as occurring in
boggy areas along the margins of San Francisco
Bay and inland, in Colma, Millbrae, Crystal
Springs, Pescadero, and Camp Evers. In the
Marin Flora (Howell, et al., 2007), it is
described as occurring in marshes in Sausalito,
Tennessee Valley, Mount Tamalpais, Stinson
Beach, Ledum Swamp, Point Reyes Peninsula,
and Dillon Beach. In our own local flora
(Howell, et al., 1958), the species was
described as rare in the county, and confined
to marshy places at Mountain Lake, Cliff
House, Lake Merced, and San Miguel Hills
(actually, the canyon we now know as Glen
Canyon). Collections date as far back as 1887.

Based on records I�ve collected, golden eye
grass is extant at four natural locations in San
Francisco: Glen Canyon, Mt. Lake, Tennessee
Hollow, and the WWII Memorial (Wood,
2014). Also, in what could be regarded as a
well-meaning but somewhat misguided
attempt at restoration, some benighted soul
reportedly introduced golden eye grass to a
seep on Bernal Hill, using seed collected from
Glen Canyon. This new colony has thrived,
having formed a monoculture after pushing
out other native species. Doug Allshouse
reports that he knows of only one extant
population on San Bruno Mt., where a small
population has persisted in a hidden seep in
lower Owl Canyon.

Golden-eyed grass is neither rare nor
geographically restricted. However, it is
uncommon enough in San Francisco to
warrant inclusion on the Chapter�s list of
locally significant species. In developing this
list, we created 11 filtering criteria and four
formal rarity rankings (see Chapter Newsletter
2015, vol. 29, no. 3). We then crunched the
numbers for 730 species (540 extant and 190
extirpated). Golden-eyed grass scored a
significance value of 15, earning it a spot on
the second most threatened rank, A2.
Following the criteria we developed, A2-
ranked species are those with a Significance
Index (SI) score of 10-19. Any project that
would impact this species must be analyzed
pursuant to the guidelines of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

FOCUS ON RARITIES

Sisyrinchium
californicum

Yellow-eyed grass

(RARITIES continued on page 6)*A segment of a perianth which is not
divided into calyx and corolla
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A Chronicle of Natural History on San Bruno Mountain
by Doug Allshouse

It was a dark and stormy night. Come to think of it, there

were many dark and stormy nights in late winter and

early spring. Last year�s slightly above-average

rainfall was followed by a surprisingly wet

year. My rain gauge, located just a half

mile from the park�s rain gauge, has

recorded 35.85 inches of precipitation,

a whopping 11-inch gain over last

year! What this created was eroded

roads and sloppy trails, over a dozen

downed trees (mostly cypress) and

a huge sinkhole from a broken pipe

carrying Colma Creek�s waters

under the Old Guadalupe Trail.

Another telltale sign of unfettered

river flows was a muddy-brown streak

flowing out of the Golden Gate and

down the San Mateo County coast;

sediment from the Sacramento and San

Joaquin river systems washing through the

Delta and Bay.

What the extra rain meant were showy displays of

annuals like common owl�s clover, goldfields, johnnie

tuck owl�s clover and clarkia. And yes, weeds like wild

oats, rattlesnake grass, oxalis and Italian thistle are doing

well, but then, it seems like they do well every year. Another

species that is doing very well is the creek dogwood.The name is

fitting since it does not wander far from creek or stream beds,

preferring to keep its feet wet. A beautiful flowering shrub 4-15 feet

tall, it is celebrated for its electric-red bark that intensifies during the

winter months when it is devoid of leaves. It readily spreads by

underground stolons to form thickets and its root system retains soil

so well that it is used in restoration to prevent soil erosion. Look for

it along the Bog Trail adjacent to a foot-bridge that crosses a stream

and the two bridges that cross Colma Creek. It should be mentioned

that Elizabeth McClintock noted that creek dogwood was rare in the

landscape in 1967 when she was writing her first flora of the San

Bruno Mountains, published in 1968. In the expanded flora of 1990

she stated that dogwood �no longer occurs at localities where it had been

observed in the 1960s� due to construction of Guadalupe Canyon Parkway

and the expansion of the quarry. Her heart would soar today because

dogwood lines Colma Creek wherever willows are absent and they

are prevalent in the bog area. Sometimes nice things happen.

Pi Day marked the arrival of an Orange-crowned Warbler heard singing

in the willows near the upper Colma Creek bridge with Wilson�s

Warbler not far behind. On April 10th a Swainson�s Thrush was heard

doing its �waterdrop� call, a quick �wit� that kind of sounds like a drop

of water hitting a half-full bucket. In early May, the Day Camp produced

a Pacific-slope and Olive-sided Flycatcher as well as a pair of California

Quails.

The mountain is home to 13 plant species that are considered

rare, threatened, or endangered on a CNPS state

or local level. Some of them are reasonably

common her, yet the fear of extirpation

of any of these plants is always palpable.

Last year we (David, Mark and me)

found San Francisco campion (Silene

verecunda) which hadn�t been seen

for many years. On the last

Saturday in February we were

exploring an area in the Great

Meadow and I spied some

shooting stars. As David was

photographing them I noticed

a few small white flowers on

small, short rosettes and

whipped out my hand lens. The

plant was definitely a member

of the borage family. I hastily

summoned Mark to have a

look and told David to stop

standing on them and have

a look. We were

flummoxed but took photos

and thanks to Cal Flora

narrowed it down to two species in

the genus Plagiobothrys. It took about 5 weeks

and thanks to Ron Kelly, who did the borage family

for Jepson, our suspicion was confirmed. We had

found the presumed-extirpated species Plagiobothrys chorisianus, Artist�s

or Choris� popcorn flower, named for the artist on the Kotzebue

expedition, Ludvig Choris. No one had seen this plant in 33 years.

We obtained County Parks� permission to do some light restoration

work in the area by removing a Monterey pine, thistles, wild oats and

filaree.

We also found an adjacent population of Cleveland�s cryptantha, also

a borage family member, that is much hairier with flowers that are a

microscopic 0.5 mm wide. Ironically both genera share �popcorn

flower� as a common name. These two species were on the banks of

a creek and we became acutely aware that during the huge storms of

January and February that these plants were under 3 feet of raging

water. They not only survived, but thrived. Tough little guys.

The final great story of the year, so far, was the reintroduction to SBM

of the extirpated Bay Checkerspot butterfly, a US Fish & Wildlife

threatened species, by Dr. Stu Weiss of Creekside Science. 3,630

caterpillars were transported from Coyote Ridge in southern San

Jose�the same location that supplied checkerspot larvae to Edgewood

Park in Redwood City. Stu also reintroduced the Mission Blue butterfly
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from SBM to Twin Peaks as well as the Chalcedon Checkerspot from

SBM to the Presidio. What makes the story even more intriguing is

the butterfly�s switch in host plants. Like our 3 other endangered

butterflies�Mission Blue, San Bruno Elfin, Callippe Silverspot�the

Bay Checkerspot is monophagous, which means its larvae feed on

one type of food plant. In this case, the checkerspot originally fed on

native dwarf plantain, Plantago erecta, and occasionally on purple owl�s

clover. A species of checkerspot in Washington had switched over to

the non-native English plantain, P. lanceolata. After studies that the

abundance of both plantains on the mountain were deemed sufficient,

the larvae were put on the non-native English plantain. Adults were

seen flying and have produced a new generation of larvae. We�ll know

how successful this reintroduction has been next year but, for now,

it�s good to know that an old friend has been reacquainted with the

mountain. It�s been absent since 1985. Welcome back!

See you on the mountain...

THE YERBA BUENA
CHAPTER NEEDS YOU!

Do you enjoy attending monthly member meetings?  Going on chapter field trips?
Participating in the plant ID workshops?  Helping with weeding and habitat restoration
in Natural Areas on Wednesdays? Seeing the gardens on the spring Native Plant
Garden Tour?  Reading this Newsletter?

Well, we�ve got news for you.  These wonderful activities do not organize
themselves!  A small number of dedicated people have taken care of that

for you, some of them for many years. But these same people cannot
continue doing everything! IT�S YOUR TURN TO PITCH IN!

Some important jobs that currently NO ONE is doing:

Chapter Secretary.  Job involves attending 10 monthly board
meetings (2ND Monday of every month except Aug. & Dec. from
7-9 PM), taking minutes, and sending them out to the Board.

YOU CAN DO THAT, RIGHT?

Conservation Committee members. Help long-time Chair
Jake Sigg so he doesn�t get too overwhelmed with all the conservation

issues in our fair city!

Field Trips Coordinator(s).  See Page 2.

Hospitality Coordinator at monthly member meetings.  Make sure there
are some simple snacks (brought by volunteers or paid for by the chapter) for

attendees to enjoy.   FORM A SMALL COMMITTEE AND JUST DO IT!

Native Plant Garden Tour Coordinator. The wonderful Susan Floore, aided by
a committee, did this job for years but has stepped down.  Several people (including Susan)

are willing to help but do not want to be �in charge�.  Please, someone step up so planning for a
2018 Tour can get started!  YOU CAN DO THIS!!!

If you are interested in helping with any of these jobs � or have something else altogether you�d like
to do for the chapter � please contact  Ellen Edelson at e.edelson@sbcglobal.net or
Gerry Knezevich at gruicaknez@yahoo.com.

Chlorogalum
pomeridianum
soap plant
by Kristin Jakob
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Alemany Natives at Alemany Farms
Community workdays held from Noon to
5pm every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month
and the Saturdays in-between, plus every
Monday afternoon from 1:00-5:00.  Contact
community.gardeners@gmail.com

Bayview Hill
2nd Saturday, every other month. Contact
recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Bernal Hill
2rd Saturdays, every month. 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Buena Vista Park
1st Saturdays, every month, Contact
recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Candlestick Point State Park Nursery
1st Saturdays, every month. 10am-1pm
Contact Patrick Marley Rump at
patrick.rump@lejyouth.org.

Candlestick Point Recreation Area
2nd Saturdays, every month
Contact Patrick Marley Rump at
patrick.rump@lejyouth.org.

Corona Heights
Last Saturdays, every month. 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Friends of San Pedro Valley Park:
Trail Restoration
2nd Saturday 9 am - 12 pm, every month,
meet in front of Visitor Center

Friends of San Pedro Valley Park:
Habitat Restoration
3rd Saturday 9 am � 12 pm, every month,
meet in front of Visitor Center

Golden Gate Audubon Society
Various opportunities:
https://goldengateaudubon.org/volunteer/

Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Weekdays and weekends around the Bay Area.
Contact volunteer@parksconservancy.org or
415-561-3044

Glen Canyon Park
3rd Saturdays, every month. 9am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Golden Gate Park Oak Woodlands
2nd Saturdays, every month. 10:00am-
12:30pm
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Green Hairstreak Corridor, Golden
Gate Heights
Periodically. Contact
amber@natureinthecity.org

Half Moon Bay State Beach
Various restoration and nursery opportunities.
Contact  email
HMBParksVolunteer@Parks.ca.gov

Heron�s Head Park
Various opportunities at
http://sfport.com/herons-head-park

Lake Merced
1st Saturdays, every month 1:30pm-3:30pm
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

Linda Mar Beach, Pacifica
4th Saturdays, 10am-noon. Visit
pacificabeachcoalition.org

Marin Headlands Native Plant Nursery
Weekdays and weekends. Contact (415) 561-
3044 or volunteer@parksconservancy.org

McLaren Park
2nd Saturdays of even months, 10am-noon.
Contact recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org

McKinley Square Hillside

3rd Saturdays, 10am-12:30. Contact
into@mckinleysquare.com

Mission Creek South Bank
Generally Saturday mornings. Contact
Ginny Stearns for times. Call 415-552-
4577 or ginnystearns@gmail.com

Mt. Sutro
Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm at the nursery;
1st and 3rd Saturdays 9:30am-1pm, visit
sutrostewards.org

Pacifica�s Environmental Family
Various opportunities. See events calendar:
http://www.pacificasenvironmentalfamily.
org

Rockaway Switchbacks, Pacifica
1st Fridays, October-May, 10am-noon.
Contact freidele2@yahoo.com

San Bruno Mountain
Guadalope Valley Stewards, Tuesdays 10am-
12pm; Mission Blue Nursery, Wednesdays,
10am-12:30pm; Stewardship Saturdays,
10am-1pm; South San Francisco Weed
Warriors, last Fridays and Saturdays of the
month, 9am-noon. See events calendar
mountainwatch.org

SF Recreation and Parks
Volunteer calendar:
http://sfrecpark.org/support-your-
parks/volunteer-program/

San Mateo County Parks
Stewardship Core calendar
http://parks.smcgov.org/smc-parks-
stewardship-corps

Save the Bay
Various opportunities
https://www.savesfbay.org/volunteer

Starr-King Open Space
2nd Saturdays every month, 9:30am-noon.
Visit starrkingopenspace.org

Tennessee Valley Restoration
2nd ,4th  & 5th  Tuesdays, 10am-2pm.
Visit parksconservancy.org

Yerba Buena Chapter Restoration Team
Wednesdays, noon-3pm. Contact Jake Sigg
at jakesigg@earthlink.net

FOCUS ON RARITIES (continued)
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Community Thrift
Thank you to all who have donated furniture, clothing, books,
CDs, and housewares to Community Thrift and designated CNPS
as the beneficiary. Donating is easy. Simply drop off clean and
saleable items at the CT donation door, open from 10 am to 5 pm
every day, and ask them to list CNPS (charity #152) as the
beneficiary. The donation door is located on the south side of
the building on Sycamore Alley, parallel to 18th Street and
perpendicular to Mission and Valencia Streets. Sycamore runs one
way from Mission toward Valencia. Please note that, because of
the February 2009 Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act,
CT can no longer accept any children�s items. CT is a 501(c)(3)

non-profit organization. Your donations are tax-deductible,
and produce more chapter income than you might think.

CHAPTER NEWS

Pteridium aquilinum
        var. pubescens
           bracken fern

BOARD MEETINGS
Board meetings are open to all Chapter members. They are held
on the second Monday of every month (except August and
December) at 350 Amber Drive (SF Police Academy) and start at
7 pm. Contact Ellen Edelson (e.edelson@sbcglobal.net) for more
information.

OFFICERS & CONTACTS
President
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
Gerry Knezevich
gruicaknez@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Adrian Stroganoff 650-359-1642
adrianstroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
Position vacant

Chapter Council Delegate
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

San Mateo County
Conservation
Mike Vasey 650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu

Education Coordinator
Position vacant

Field Trips Chair
Position vacant

Garden Tour
Coordinator needed

Hospitality Coordinators
Position vacant

Invasive Exotics
Mark Heath 415-235-0987
mark@shelterbeltbuilders.com

Legislation Chair
Linda Shaffer 415-206-1428
ljshaffer1@comcast.net

Lepidopterist
Liam O�Brien 415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com

Membership Development
Position vacant

Membership Records
George Suter 415-665-1185
geosuter@prodigy.net

Newsletter Editor
Kipp McMichael 510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com

Photo Documentation
Margo Bors 415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net

Greg Gaar 415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com

Plant Sale Coordinator
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Posters and Book Sales Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Programs Co-Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

Programs Co-Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Publicity
Rachel Kesel
Bob Hall bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood 925-899-1282
mike@wood-biological.com

Rare Plants Chair
San Mateo County
David Nelson 415-925-0501
nelsondl@pacbell.net

San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse 415-584-5114
dougsr228@comcast.net

Technology Co-Chairs
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Noreen Weeden
noreen@naturetrip.com

Webmaster
Kipp McMichael
kimcmich@hotmail.com

If you prefer mail delivery, do nothing.
Members and subscribers will continue to receive mailed
paper newsletters unless they request a change.

If you prefer electronic delivery:
Send an email indicating your wish to:

yerbabuenacnps@gmail.com

Make the switch to the Electronic Newsletter!

If you would prefer to receive your Yerba Buena News electronically instead of by postal mail, we are able to offer this
alternative. You may want to choose the electronic newsletter to help save trees or to reduce chapter printing and mailing
costs. Or perhaps it is your preference because the computer is your communication mode of choice.



 Learn to understand California�s unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

____Yes, I�d like to join.

Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter

Membership Category
____ $1,500 Mariposa Lily
____ $  600 Benefactor
____ $  300 Patron
____ $  100 Plant Lover
____ $  75 Family
____ $  45 Individual
____ $  25 Limited Income/Student

Make your check out to �CNPS�
and mail with this form to:
 California Native Plant Society
 2707 K Street, Suite 1
 Sacramento, CA 95816-5113

Name ____________________________
Address ________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip __________ Telephone _____________
email _________________________________

Dues above the $12 for publications are tax deductible. You will
receive the Yerba Buena News, the informative triannual journal
Fremontia, and a statewide news bulletin. Members of other
chapters may subscribe to the Yerba Buena News alone for $10
per year, renewable annually. Send a check made out to �CNPS�
to 1 Alviso Court, Pacifica, CA 94044-4239.

JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

California Native Plant Society
Yerba Buena Chapter
338 Ortega Street
San Francisco, CA 94122

Visit: www.cnps-yerbabuena.org
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DEADLINES FOR SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
Articles & general copy � July 25

Time-dependent material � August 5
Late-breaking news � By arrangement

Lycopodium clavatum
clubmoss
by Margaret Kemp


