
PROGRAMS

Everyone is welcome to attend membership meetings in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco
County Fair Building (SFCFB) at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way in Golden Gate Park.  The #71 and
#44 buses stop at the building.  The N-Judah, #6, #43, and #66 lines stop within 2 blocks.
Before our programs, we take our speakers to dinner at Chang�s Kitchen, 1030 Irving Street.
Join us for good Chinese food and interesting conversation.  Meet at the restaurant at 5:30 pm.
RSVP appreciated but not required. If you wish to notify, please call Jake Sigg at 415-731-3028.

MARCH 2, THURSDAY, 7:30 pm.
Calochortus Pursuits: Finding California's Beautiful Grass
Speaker:  Kipp McMichael

California is home to the lion's share of species in the genus Calochortus - growing in every county of
the state.  Bay Area residents are lucky enough to live in the center of diversity for the genus. Such a
locale is both a blessing and a curse - as the desire to see them all can be overwhelming! Kipp has
spent many spring and early summer drives from the Bay Area to Southern California in search of
these beautiful flowers.
His presentation will include the natural history of this fascinating genus, a sampling of most of the
species within a day's drive of Berkeley and the habitats where these flowers can be found. Most
importantly, the talk will include numerous photos from his past trips in search of this �beautiful grass.�
Kipp McMichael is a web developer by profession and a plant-lover by temperament. He lives in Berkeley
and has far too many plants - mostly succulents and South African geophytes. When not pushing 1�s
and 0�s, he spends as much time as possible exploring California's diverse landscapes, flora and fauna.

APRIL 6, THURSDAY, 7:30 pm.
Restoring Tidal Wetlands in the Face of Accelerating Climate Change
Speaker:  Michael Vasey, Ph.D.

For more than two decades, the Bay Area has invested almost a half billion dollars to restore 30,000
acres of tidal wetlands in the San Francisco Estuary (SFE). This remarkably successful effort to recover
the SFE is now at risk, however, by a cascade of uncertainties associated with accelerating climate change.
Dr. Mike Vasey, Director of the SF Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR), will review
these new challenges facing Bay Area wetland recovery in the context of this past experience. He will
explore how creativity, greater engagement, and focus on coastal resilience and adaptive management
offers a path forward that may ultimately result in a better and more coherent outcome than originally
envisioned.

Dr. Vasey is an evolutionary ecologist who taught conservation biology at San Francisco State for nearly
25 years. During that time, he spent 10 years coordinating the effort to designate the SF Bay as a National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).
This effort was a partnership between San Francisco State and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Since then,
he has been in forefront of regional efforts to address threats of climate change on the ecology and socio-economic well-being of the SFE
community. This experience will provide the basis for his talk. Oh yes, and in his spare time, he still
chases manzanitas.

MAY 4, THURSDAY, 5:30 pm.
Guided Tour of the Arthur Menzies Garden of California Native Plants
in the San Francisco Botanical Gardens at Strybing Arboretum
Leaders: Mike Vasey & Ted Kipping

Every couple of years we try to arrange for one of our programs to be an after-hours
stroll and picnic in San Francisco Botanical Garden�s award-winning Arthur Menzies
Garden of California Native Plants.  This year�s visit will be led by two expert luminaries.
Mike Vasey is Director of the San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.Ted
Kipping has been involved with SFBG most of his life, as gardener, treeworker, and
always generous volunteer of time and expertise.  A trained geologist, skilled in botany
and horticulture, Ted�s breadth of natural history knowledge is extraordinary, and his
ability to see, interpret, and explain his observations is unsurpassed.  He will concentrate
on the wealth of trees and shrubs in the garden.  Bring your bag supper and enjoy a
communal dinner in the garden.

****Please Take Note of Garden Admission Fees: Garden
admission is free for San Francisco residents with Photo ID and SF
Botanical Garden members. The fee for others is $8 for adults, $6 for
seniors (65+) and youths aged 11 � 17 years. Meet near the ticket booth
at the Main Entrance. Be sure to bring your own supper.

Please arrive at the Main Gate before 5:30 pm. The ticket
booth closes at 6 pm and so does access to the gardens.
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FUTURE PROGRAM
June 1�Ina Coolbrith: The Bittersweet Song of California's
First Poet Laureate�Aleta George

(Coolbrith loved California wildflowers.)

         Calochortus
       clavatus
   var recurvifolius



SPRING  FIELD  TRIPS
Members and non-members are encouraged to attend these FREE
walks. Signups are not required--just meet at the specified place and
time. If rain or high wind is forecast, we recommend checking with
the contact (listed at the end of the trip description) a couple of hours
before the trip.

MARCH 18, SATURDAY, 10 am � 12:30 pm
Glen Canyon Spiders
Leader:  Darrell Ubick
Join California Academy of Sciences arachnologist Darrell Ubick for
a springtime trip in search of spiders.  They are abundant in Glen
Canyon Park �probably hundreds of thousands of individuals
representing hundreds of species. We are sure to see a variety since
Darrell knows where to look and how to catch them without harming
them.  Along the way, he�ll share his knowledge of spider biology:
how they make and use silk, find mates, tend their eggs, etc. Spiders
are very diverse, and only some are orb weavers. This trip will expand
your awareness of the invertebrates among us. Heavy rain cancels.
Meet behind the Glen Park Recreation Center where the lawn stops
and the wild part of the canyon starts. Contact:  Mila at
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net.

APRIL 8, SATURDAY 10am- 1pm
San Bruno Mountain: Saddle, Old Guadalupe and Bog Trails
Leader: Doug Allshouse
This field trip is a winter staple but, due to circumstances, was not
done this year. Let�s start the spring with an easy walk around the
saddle and bog, a 2.6-mile sojourn with bay, San Francisco and ocean
views. It features grasslands, mono-cultures of gorse, a eucalyptus
forest, the headwaters of Colma Creek, and a rare upland wetland.
The area is rich in plant species and its eastern grasslands share plant
species common to the southeast portion of the mountain such as
coast iris and purple needlegrass. We should see golden violet and
silver lupine, the host plants for the endangered Callippe Silverspot
and Mission Blue butterflies. There is also the rare Franciscan paintbrush
and johnnie-tuck, an owl�s clover similar to butter-and-eggs in the
genus Triphysaria. As the name implies, the bog is a wetland with sky
lupine, sedges, rushes, cow parsnip, willows, and creek dogwood. It
may still be a bit wet after winter and spring rains so wear appropriate
shoes. Bring layers because the saddle may be windy, but the bog is
generally sheltered. There is a $6 fee for park admission payable at
the ranger kiosk. Meet in the main lot just past the kiosk. Heavy rain
postpones until April 15. For questions, call or text 415-269-9967 or
email dougsr228@comcast.net.

APRIL 16, SUNDAY, 11:00 am
Butterfly Walk on Sign Hill
Leader:  Liam O'Brien
Liam O'Brien is San Francisco's well-known lepidopterist, artist,
illustrator, and Bay Nature's award-winning environmental educator.
Loretta Brooks and Chuck Heimstadt live on the edge of Sign Hill
and have become its ardent stewards, and participants will benefit
from their collective knowledge and enthusiasm.  We expect to see
plenty of wildflowers with beautiful vistas, not to mention butterflies.
 A portion of this gorgeous grassland is protected with Sign Hill Park,
but the other 47 acres, equally worthy of preservation, are privately
owned and vulnerable to development.
Significant rain or wind cancels. We will walk at a leisurely pace, but
due to the uneven ground and steep trails, we recommend wearing
sturdy shoes and long pants. We will meet Sunday morning at 11 am
at Sign Hill's west entrance. Directions:  From Oyster Point off 101,
go west on Hillside Blvd. to Stonegate Drive, turn off Hillside and
continue uphill to the left to Ridgeview Court at the end. Contact:
Chuck Heimstadt or Loretta Brooks, chuckheimstadt@yahoo.com
or 650-952-6174.

APRIL 22, SATURDAY 10am- 2pm
San Bruno Mountain: Summit Trail
Leader: Doug Allshouse
The Summit Trail is a very popular and spectacular 3-mile loop that
stretches over the northern portion of the mountain and is the most
species-rich trail with over 250 species, over 170 are native. It passes
through a logged eucalyptus forest and descends past active seeps until
it reaches April Brook. We�ll see horsetails, fringe cups, iris, coast
rock cress, and at least five ferns. From there we head up to Bitter
Cherry Ridge with rocky outcrops covered with fog lichens and views
of the ocean and the Daly City dunes. After crossing the summit we�ll
check out Kamchatka Point and some endemic manzanitas and
huckleberries then descend to the parking lot through Cable Ravine.
Elevation gain on the trail is about 400 feet. There is a $6 entrance
fee payable at the ranger kiosk. Meet at the parking lot on the other
side of Guadalupe Canyon Parkway. Turn right at the stop sign just
past the kiosk and follow the road under the parkway. Bring a lunch
and layers of clothing because, due to the marine influence, the weather
is a box of chocolates; you never know what to expect. Heavy rain
cancels until April 29. Contact Doug at dougsr228@comcast.net, or
call/text 415-269-9967 if you have questions.

MAY 6, SATURDAY 10 am � 12 pm
Observing Native Bees of the San Francisco Bay Area
Leader:  Christopher Quock
There are over four thousand species of bees in North America and
more than 1,600 in California. They range in habits from living in
colonies to leading solitary lives in obscure nests above and below
ground.  Some even act like cuckoos, using the resources of other
bees to raise their own offspring. The pollination services and other
ecological functions these lesser-known players collectively provide
help to sustain the plant and animal communities we see all around
us. On our walk, we will learn how to spot and identify some of these
native bees. The more we notice these often overlooked pollinators,
the more we can learn to appreciate the services they provide for our
local plant and animal communities. We meet at Lake Merced at the
intersection of Lake Merced Blvd. and Middlefield Drive. Any rain
cancels. Questions: email Mila at milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net.

FIELD TRIPS
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(FIELD TRIPS continued on page 3)
Aesculus californica
California buckeye
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MAY 13, SATURDAY 11 am- 12:30pm
Bayview Hill
Leader: Rachel Kesel
This walk is offered in partnership with Nature in the City!
Tucked into the southeast corner of San Francisco, Bayview Hill offers
visitors a wealth of wildlflowers in spring and unique views all year
round. The grasslands are among the best in the city. We expect to
see mule's ears, Ithuriel spears, coast onion and many other wildflowers.
This will be a great chance to talk about a few grasses as well. We'll
talk a bit about the wildlife that live in the park, and the history of
conservation at the site. Getting to the top of this park includes a
steep climb at the beginning of the hike and we will be on uneven
terrain at times. Please wear sturdy shoes. Long pants and layers are
recommended. We will meet at the park gate, which is at the end of
the 900 block of Key Avenue, just two blocks east of Third Street.
Parking is very limited at Bayview Hill. Parking is very limited, so
please carpool, take Muni's T line, or arrive early. This walk is free
to members of Nature in the City and CNPS. Donations of $10 - $20
are encouraged for non-members with 100% of donations going to
Nature in the City's 2017 programs. No one turned away for lack of
funds. Heavy rain cancels. For questions, email Rachel at
greendogwalks@gmail.com.

FIELD TRIPS  (continued)

PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS RESUME!
Second Thursday of the month 6 � 7:30 pm on
March 9, April 13 and May 11
San Francisco State University
1600 Holloway Avenue
Hensill Hall, Botany Lab, Room 440

The 2017 Spring Semester has begun with an inspiring plant ID
workshop in February. For those who have missed attending, for
whatever reason, you now have the opportunity to join the workshops
in the months of March, April, and May. Don�t forget to come! There
are three workshops to go and then before you�ll blink, we will be
into the summer recess. Join graduate botany instructors and other
students to key out plants and learn some pertinent facts about plant
families. If you have any questions, email MilaStroganoff at
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net.

JEPSON HERBARIUM WORKSHOPS
For 2017, the Jepson Workshop Series is proud to offer course
offerings in botany, plant taxonomy, regional floras, ecology and
more. Join us for another great year of learning about the flora of
California!

March 4�5, 2017: Introduction to Bryophytes
Brent Mishler, Ken Kellman
UC Berkeley and Bay Area field sites

March 11�12, 2017: Introductory Plant Morphology for the
Botanically�Curious
Allyson Ayalon, Javier Jauregui Lazo
UC Berkeley and UC Botanical Garden field trip

March 24�26, 2017: Introduction to Desert Plant Families
Michael G. Simpson
Anza Borrego Desert Research Center

March 30�April 2, 2017: 50 Plant Families in the Field: San Francisco
Bay Area
Linda Beidleman
UC Berkeley and Bay Area field sites

April 14�16, 2017:  Plant Life of the Santa Monica Mountains
Phil Rundel, Isaac Marck
UCLA La Kretz Center Field Station, Malibu, California

April 20�23, 2017: 50 Plant Families in the Field: Monterey Bay
Linda Beidleman
Hastings Natural History Reservation and Monterey Bay field sites

April 28�30, 2017: Northern California Seaweeds
Kathy Ann Miller
UC Davis Bodega Marine Laboratory

To register visit:
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/workshops/2017/regform_2017.html

ACTIVITIES

Chlorogalum
pomeridianum
Soap plant
by Kristin Jakob

Erysimum franciscanum
Franciscan wallflower

by Margo Bors



4

A Management Plan for Natural Areas
in San Francisco Parks
by Michael Wood

Back when dinosaurs roamed our hills (even
before Willie Brown was mayor) all of the
City�s public lands were viewed only through
the prism of their utility for public recreation
or development. The so-called �unimproved�
properties were considered merely vacant
lots. They were pretty much ignored unless
they could be sold off for development or
modified to accommodate the public in this
intensively urbanized 49 square-miles of the
Peninsula. However, to members of the
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and
those interested in the native plants, many of
these properties were known to support
important examples of the City�s pre-colonial
vegetation, part of our natural history. We
were watching the last remnants of our native
flora become degraded by encroaching invasive
plants, informal trail cutting, encampments,
the dumping of rubbish, and all the other
nasty things that happen in an urban landscape
when no one is looking. The Yerba Buena
chapter of CNPS was very focused on calling
this to the attention of the San Francisco
Recreation and Parks Department (RPD).

Leading this quixotic charge was none other
than our chapter president Jake Sigg. An
alumnus of the RPD himself, Jake was all too
familiar with the challenges in changing the
way bureaucracies function, especially when
it involves budgets, power struggles, and the
conflicting notions of just what is important
to the residents of the City. The RPD had
enough on its plate just keeping grass cut and
trees trimmed on its 220 parks, playgrounds
and open spaces covering 3500 acres where
13 million annual visitors could have a place
out-of-doors to escape urban life for few
hours. As stated on their web site, the mission
of the RPD is to �provide enriching
recreational activities, maintain beautiful parks
and preserve the environment for the well-
being of our diverse community.� To this list,
we wanted to add increasing appreciation for
our natural areas for their biodiversity and
the snapshot that they offer into what�s left of
our natural history.

And so it was that in late 1994, members of
the board of the Yerba Buena chapter of CNPS
including Jake, Pete Holloran and myself
started holding meetings with the RPD to
explore ways to better manage these resources.
As one possible solution, we developed a scope
of work and budget for managing contractors
and guiding work efforts. We never really
expected that our proposal would be acted
upon, but we were hoping to prod the agency
into tackling this issue, one that was becoming
more widely understood and one that had an
increasingly vocal constituency. Surprisingly

rapidly, the RPD established a category called
Natural Areas Banking to set aside funds for
the purchase of biological important lands,
and when we said they now had to manage
them, RPD acknowledged its responsibility
right away. From the perspective of the CNPS,
we think the RPD has done a most
commendable job of setting up the Natural
Areas Program (NAP) and in hiring staff.

In the course of formalizing the NAP, the first
step was to inventory and characterize those
City-owned parcels that supported significant
natural areas. With the City�s support and the
input of local environmental groups like
CNPS, the Significant Natural Resource Areas
Management Plan (SNRAMP) was prepared
in 1995, addressing the ecological values and
needs of 32 natural areas covering some 1000
acres. The intention of the SNRAMP is to
serve as a guide for the city�s natural resource
protection, habitat restoration, trail and access
improvements, other capital projects, and
maintenance over the next 20 years. The RPD
created the NAP and in 1997 hired its first
staff to implement the program. Currently,
the program has ten full-time staff working
with thousands of volunteers to protect and
restore natural habitats.

Because the formal adoption of the SNRAMP
(now called the Natural Resources
Management Plan [NRMP]) by the City
required public review pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) was prepared. After ten years of
preparation (and nearly 25 years of advocacy),
the final EIR (FEIR) was released this past
November. And with great excitement I am
here to announce that the FEIR has been
certified and the Plan approved by the Planning
Commission (6-1) and the Recreation and
Parks Commission (5-0), respectively.

But before we start popping corks, two appeals
have been filed with the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors regarding the certification of
the FEIR. In their January 17th appeal, the
Wild Equity Institute states that the FEIR fails
to adequately address impacts to two federally
listed animal species, the California red-legged
frog and the San Francisco garter snake at
Sharp Park. Their appeal also involves the
claim that a project that is part of the Plan
constitutes a renovation of the Sharp Park
Golf Course, a contention that the RPD
denies. An appeal by the San Francisco Forest
Alliance claims that the FEIR does not comply
with CEQA and that the document fails to
adequately evaluate the environmental impacts
of the Plan.

On February 28, the Board of Supervisors
will hold a hearing on the appeals. If they
reject the appeals and uphold the certification
of the FEIR, which seems likely, Wild Equity
Institute has stated it plans to file a lawsuit.

All of this means that formal adoption of the
Plan has been postponed. Meanwhile, the
folks with the NAP and its volunteers will
continue battling windmills in the form of
French broom, Cape ivy, Algerian ivy,
Tasmanian blue gum, jubatagrass (AKA pampas
grass), and the myriad of other non-indigenous
species that continue their march into our last
remnants of the northern San Francisco
Peninsula�s natural habitats.

The battle to get to this point has lasted 25
years. Leading the charge against the NAP
were advocates for off-leash dogs, which have
inflicted tremendous physical damage to our
public lands and continue to harass wildlife.
This group hired a professional political
consultant to oppose the Plan. Their allies
included those opposed to the removal of
eucalyptus trees, no matter what danger they
pose to public safety, and advocates for feral
cats, which are very efficient killers of song
birds, reptiles and amphibians. From 1997 to
2002 they worked behind the scenes, going
to about every neighborhood and community
group in the city misrepresenting the goals
and objectives of the NAP and convincing
them that native plants are ugly, showing
photographs in the autumn when dormant.
It is no small miracle that we are on the cusp
of institutionalizing the protection of some of
the City�s natural history.

Unfortunately, this newsletter will be released
only days before the scheduled February 28
appeal hearing. For those of you who are
reading this during that short window, or if
the Board of Supervisors should defer making
a decision on the appeal until a later date,
here�s how you can write them to voice your
support for the NRMP and urge them to reject
the appeals:

To contact the entire Board, send an email to
the Office of the Clerk of the Board at
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org and request
that your message be sent to all Supervisors.

For the email addresses of individual
Supervisors, go to http://sfbos.org/roster-
members.

FOCUS ON RARITIES

(RARITIES continued on page 6)

"God never made an ugly

landscape. All that the sun

shines on is beautiful, so

long as it is wild."

� John Muir
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A Chronicle of Natural History on San Bruno Mountain
by Doug Allshouse

The cold wind was blowing softly from the east and there was a
mixture of fog and haze compliments of the East Bay. A lazy, hazy
cloud cover served as a canvas for the early morning sunlight that cast
a peachy glow in the sky and, consequently, all the way to the ground;
this was before the actual sunrise. I took a few pictures but no camera
can capture the full ambience. It was a rare and joyous moment that
I experience a few times a year, but sadly it lasts for only 10-15
minutes.

October and November celebrates the full glory of the female coyote
bush with her white and fluffy pappi that are attached to the achenes,
awaiting a stiff breeze to blow the seeds away. Looking south from
the Guadalupe Trail reveals the female bushes as puffs of white on the
mountain across Colma Canyon. Winter also exposes the huge
communities of snow berry in the canyon. Since it is deciduous and
rhizomatous the communities appear as amorphous, dark mahogany
patches that dominate the color scheme of scrub. Snow berry is very
photogenic in early winter with its thin bare branches and snow-white
berries.

Discovering new species is especially exciting, as is finding new
locations for extant species. This interesting story began on December
3, 2016 and there is a backstory to help unravel a mystery.

Elizabeth McClintock and Walter Knight were the primary authors
of two published floras of the San Bruno Mountains, each along with
a third author - Neil Fahy (1968) and Paul Reeberg (1990). The first
was part of The Proceedings of the California Academy of Sciences, a rather
large tome since the flora spanned pages 587-677. In 1990 an expanded
flora of 223 pages was published primarily to document plant species
before impending development destroyed habitat. In January 2013,
David Nelson and I began working on an updated version, The Natural
History of the San Bruno Mountains complete with color photographs.

One of the joys of writing the book is the field research that we do
almost every Saturday. We decided it was time to find salal (Gaultheria),
a member of the heather family that includes manzanitas. The 1990
Flora said it was in �Cable Ravine on rocky outcrop above Eucalyptus grove.�
After visiting every rocky outcrop and coming up empty we pushed
onward toward the top of the ravine. We were off the Summit Trail
near a small grove of pine trees when David summoned me over to
look at something at his feet. �That�s suborbiculata!� I shouted
enthusiastically. We had found a new and shockingly large population
of a form of bearberry manzanita, Arctostaphylos uva-ursi forma
suborbiculata, miniature manzanita.

In 1968 there were no recognized forms of uva-ursi, the only species
of manzanita that has made it around the world. By 1990 there were
eight forms recognized internationally. Five forms are in the California
Floristic Province, which is home to all the manzanita species. Three
forms are present on San Bruno Mountain and two are endemic,
including our new discovery. Quite special for such a small area. A
month after the discovery I looked in the 1968 Flora for Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi. Several locations were given including one that read �Cable
Ravine, about 30 yards from the Monterey pine, largest colony on mountain.�
This obviously was the location we had found. In the 1990 flora under
A. uva-ursi forma suborbiculata the location given was �their only locality
on Kamchatka Point.� My first thought was why Elizabeth failed to list
this form of manzanita which was also in Cable Ravine. In 1968 the
authors mentioned �on Kamchatka Point there is a low-growing form with
small suborbicular leaves borne onassurgent branchlets coming off of cord-like
branches which are absolutely prostrate.� Somehow the authors did not
even mention the endemic Cable Ravine population in the 1990 flora.
It was completely forgotten. So, the two of us identified a new location
for the endemic miniature manzanita.

The etymology of suborbiculata is Latin for �almost round and flat or
disk-shaped�, referring to the leaf blades being suborbicular; somewhat
concave instead of convex. The leaf and branching of this form of uva-
ursi is quite unique and striking when compared to the very common
form coactilis which is found in seven California counties; Del Norte,
Humboldt, Marin, Mendocino, Monterey, San Mateo, and Sonoma.

Beginning last October two very good things began to happen. Steady
rain totals of 3.53 inches in October, 2.57 inches in November, 5.07
inches in December and 9.77 inches in January plus cold weather
with lows in the 30s and 40s should bode well for spring wildflowers.
One big surprise for me was discovering a sky lupine in full bloom
on the Bog Trail on Thanksgiving Day!!? In late January, we saw patches
of blennosperma, a small yellow flower, blooming on the lower ridge
of Owl Canyon. I expect to see huge patches of yellow blennosperma
in upper Owl Canyon in a few weeks. A walk down a grassy ridge
under the East PG&E Powerline in Brisbane Acres a week earlier
treated the eyes to hundreds of milkmaids. Buttercups, San Francisco
wallflower and toyon berries also provided a lot of joy.

The blustery storms in late January brought down a large trunk of a
California bay tree, blocking a trail in Owl Canyon where it crossed
a swollen creek, which was raging with water from the ridge. The
creek had several waterfalls cascading 15-20 feet from sudden drops
located halfway up the canyon.  Makeshift creeks ran down from the
Day Camp, across and down the Old Guadalupe Trail to a collection
box over a hundred yards away and down the hill to Colma Creek.
The lower Bog Trail became a small creek and even walking to the
sides of the trail produced squishy sounds under my shoes. I did get
some awesome videos of water running in areas that I hadn�t seen
since 2010. Even the gopher holes were gushing and Colma Creek
was flush with fresh water.

See you on the mountain...

DOUG�S MOUNTAIN JOURNAL
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Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi forma
suborbiculata

�Like winds and sunsets, wild things were taken for
granted until progress began to do away with them.
�Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac
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Please help us update these listings. If you have
corrections or additions, please send them to
kimcmich@hotmail.com.

Bookmark the daily event calendar at
http://cnps-yerbabuena.org/calendar

Alemany Natives at Alemany Farm.
1st Mondays & 3rd Sundays, 1 to 4:30pm. Contact:
Craig Heckman heckmanc@sbcglobal.net or James
Cartan jcartan2@gmail.com
Bayview Hill. 2nd Saturdays
Contact Joe Grey joe.grey@sfgov.org
Bernal Hilltop. 3rd Saturdays,
10 am to 12 pm. Work party contact Rachel Kesel
rachel.kesel@sfgov.org; Groups contact Joe Grey
415-831-6328.
Brooks Park. Contact Joe Grey
Joe.Grey@sfgov.org
Buena Vista Park. 1st Saturdays, 9am to noon.
Contact Joe.Grey@sfgov.org or
415-831-6328.
Candlestick State Park Nursery. 1150 Carroll
Street. 1st Saturdays, 10am to 2pm. Bay Youth for
the Environment. Contact Patrick Rump
bye@lejyouth.org.
Castro-Duncan Open Space. Contact Dave
Thompson or Gloria Koch-Gonzalez
415-821-7601.
CNPS Native Plant Restoration Team. Every
Wednesday, noon to 3pm. Contact Jake Sigg
415-731-3028 or jakesigg@earthlink.net.
Corona Heights. Last Saturdays,10 am to noon.
Contact Russ Hartman 650-242-2679 or
rph1917@comcast.net .
Golden Gate National Recreation Area.
Weekdays and weekends around the Bay Area.
Contact volunteer@parksconservancy.org or
415-561-3044.

Glen Canyon. Wednesdays & 3rd Saturdays,
9am to noon. Friends of Glen Canyon. Contact
rachel.kesel@sfgov.org
Golden Gate Heights Sandy Dunes Native
Plant Community Garden. Contact Barbara
Kobayashi okim1946@yahoo.com.
Golden Gate Park Oak Woodlands.
2nd Saturdays, 10am to 12:30pm.
Contact Rob Bakewell 415-710-9617 or
rcbakewell@gmail.com
Green Hairstreak Butterfly Corridor.
3rd Saturday, 10 am to noon. Contact Nature in
the City stewards@natureinthecity.org
Half Moon Bay State Beach. 650-726-8801 or
hmbrestore@gmail.com
Heron�s Head Park. 2nd Saturdays, 9am to noon.
Contact Raynelle Rino 415-282-6840 or
raynelle.rino@lejyoouth.org
Lake Merced. 3rd Saturdays, 10am to noon.
Contact Joe Grey joegrey@sfgov.org
Linda Mar State Beach 4th Sundays,10am to
noon. Contact 650-451-1130 or
94116bc@gmail.com.
Marin Headlands Native Plant Nursery.
Wednesday, 1 to 4 pm & Saturday, 9am to noon.
Contact 415-332-5193 or
AShor@parksconservancy.org.
McLaren Park. 2nd Saturdays of even months,
10am to noon. Contact Joe.Grey@sfgov.org or
415-831-6328.
McKinley Square Hillside. 2nd Sundays, 10am
to noon. www.McKinleySquare.com or
chris@McKinleySquare.org.
Mission Creek Bank. Generally Saturday
mornings. Contact Ginny Stearns for times 415-
552-4577 or GinnyStearns@gmail.com.
Mt. Sutro. Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm at the
nursery; 1st and 3rd Saturdays 9am to 1pm.
Contact events@sutrostewards.org

Pacifica�s Environmental Family. 4th Sundays,
10 am. Contact Lynn Adams 650-355-1668.
Pigeon Point Lighthouse. Contact Restoration
Coordinator 650-726-8801.
San Bruno Mountain. Tuesdays, 10:30 am to
12:30 pm: Earthcare Wetlands Project;
Wednesdays, 10am to 12:30pm: Greenhouse
volunteers-Mission Blue Nursery;
Saturdays, 10am to 12:30pm: Weed Warriors
Stewardship Outing; Saturdays, 10am to noon: Bog
Restoration; 4th Fridays & Saturdays, 9am to noon:
South San Francisco Weed Rangers
www.mountainwatch.org, 415-467-6631.
SF Recreation & Parks Department. Natural
Areas Program. recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org or
415-831-6330.
San Pedro Valley County Park, Pacifica. 3rd
Saturdays, 9am. Contact Carolyn Pankow
650-355-7466.
Save the Bay. Tidal marsh habitats. Saturdays,
9 am to noon. Native Plant Nursery work on the
first two Wednesdays of the month. Contact Casey
Ogden 510-452-6850 cogden@saveSFbay.org, or
www.saveSFbay.org/volunteer.
Shields/Orizaba Rocky Outcrop. Contact
Paul Koski at pkoski7@netscape.net.
Starr-King Open Space. Serpentine grassland
on Potrero Hill. 2nd Saturdays, 9:30 am to noon.
Contact Tom tphlip@yahoo.com.
Tennessee Valley Nursery and Stewards.
Every Tuesday, 10am to noon & 1 to 4pm.
Contact 415-289-1860 or
lponzini@parksconservancy.org
UCSF Mount Sutro Open Space Reserve.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 9am to 12:30pm. Contact
Craig@sutrostewards.org or 415-665-1077.
White-Crowned Sparrow
3rd Saturdays, 9am - noon
Contact sfrpd.volunteerprogram@sfgov.org

HABITAT RESTORATION
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A Note of  Thanks from the Programs Co-Chair
by Mila Stroganoff

It was truly heartwarming to see all of you at Steve Hartman�s lecture
on desert plants in February. Not only were many members and
friends of the Yerba Buena Chapter present, but we were blessed with
the presence of representatives from the Santa Clara Valley, Marin,
East Bay, and North Coast Chapters and our illustrious Executive
Director, Dan Gluesenkamp. We had a remarkable turnout! It was
truly an auspicious beginning to the 2017 series of monthly members�
programs.I wish to also thank the many dinner guests who came to
dine, chat, and have a relaxing time with the guest speaker before the
formal part of the evening began.
We have a very interesting line-up of speakers this year, and I look
forward to seeing many of you at our programs. Consider attending
the pre-meeting dinner where we welcome our evening�s speaker.
Spring is a time of year to be out enjoying nature and its many beauties
and should definitely not be missed. I have agreed to be the temporary
field trip coordinator for the spring while there is a search on for a
field trip chair or coordinator.The field trip selection is not as vast
as it could be, but that will undoubtedly be quickly remedied by the
person who takes over.
I wish to thank all of you for your active participation and hope to
see a great many of you throughout the year. Wishing you all the very
best in 2017!

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Mila Stroganoff

at milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net. I would love to hear from you.

Community Thrift
Thank you to all who have donated furniture, clothing, books,
CDs, and housewares to Community Thrift and designated CNPS
as the beneficiary. Donating is easy. Simply drop off clean and
saleable items at the CT donation door, open from 10 am to 5 pm
every day, and ask them to list CNPS (charity #152) as the
beneficiary. The donation door is located on the south side of
the building on Sycamore Alley, parallel to 18th Street and
perpendicular to Mission and Valencia Streets. Sycamore runs one
way from Mission toward Valencia. Please note that, because of
the February 2009 Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act,
CT can no longer accept any children�s items. CT is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Your donations are tax-deductible, and
produce more chapter income than you might think.

CHAPTER NEWS BOARD MEETINGS
Board meetings are open to all Chapter members. They are held
on the second Monday of every month (except August and
December) at 350 Amber Drive (SF Police Academy) and start at
7 pm. Contact Ellen Edelson (e.edelson@sbcglobal.net) for more
information.

OFFICERS & CONTACTS
President
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
Gerry Knezevich
gruicaknez@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Adrian Stroganoff 650-359-1642
adrianstroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
Position vacant

Chapter Council Delegate
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

San Mateo County
Conservation
Mike Vasey 650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu

Education Coordinator
Position vacant

Field Trips Chair
Position vacant

Garden Tour
Coordinator needed

Hospitality Coordinators
Position vacant

Invasive Exotics
Mark Heath 415-235-0987
mark@shelterbeltbuilders.com

Legislation Chair
Linda Shaffer 415-206-1428
ljshaffer1@comcast.net

Lepidopterist
Liam O�Brien 415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com

Membership Development
Position vacant

Membership Records
George Suter 415-665-1185
geosuter@prodigy.net

Newsletter Editor
Kipp McMichael 510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com

Photo Documentation
Margo Bors 415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net

Greg Gaar 415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com

Plant Sale Coordinator
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net

Posters and Book Sales Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Programs Co-Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net

Programs Co-Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net

Publicity
Rachel Kesel
Bob Hall bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org

Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood 925-899-1282
mike@wood-biological.com

Rare Plants Chair
San Mateo County
David Nelson 415-925-0501
nelsondl@pacbell.net

San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse 415-584-5114
dougsr228@comcast.net

Technology Co-Chairs
Eddie Bartley
eddie@naturetrip.com
Noreen Weeden
noreen@naturetrip.com

Webmaster
Kipp McMichael
kimcmich@hotmail.com

If you prefer mail delivery, do nothing.
Members and subscribers will continue to receive mailed
paper newsletters unless they request a change.

If you prefer electronic delivery:
Send an email indicating your wish to:

yerbabuenacnps@gmail.com

Make the switch to the
Electronic Newsletter!

If you would prefer to receive your Yerba Buena News
electronically instead of by postal mail, we are able to offer
this alternative. You may want to choose the electronic
newsletter to help save trees or to reduce chapter printing and
mailing costs. Or perhaps it is your preference because the
computer is your communication mode of choice.



 Learn to understand California�s unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

____Yes, I�d like to join.

Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter

Membership Category
____ $1,500 Mariposa Lily
____ $  600 Benefactor
____ $  300 Patron
____ $  100 Plant Lover
____ $  75 Family
____ $  45 Individual
____ $  25 Limited Income/Student

Make your check out to �CNPS�
and mail with this form to:
 California Native Plant Society
 2707 K Street, Suite 1
 Sacramento, CA 95816-5113

Name ____________________________
Address ________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip __________ Telephone _____________
email _________________________________

Dues above the $12 for publications are tax deductible. You will
receive the Yerba Buena News, the informative triannual journal
Fremontia, and a statewide news bulletin. Members of other
chapters may subscribe to the Yerba Buena News alone for $10
per year, renewable annually. Send a check made out to �CNPS�
to 1 Alviso Court, Pacifica, CA 94044-4239.

JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

California Native Plant Society
Yerba Buena Chapter
338 Ortega Street
San Francisco, CA 94122

Visit: www.cnps-yerbabuena.org
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DEADLINES FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER
Articles & general copy � April 25
Time-dependent material � May 5

Late-breaking news � By arrangement

Clarkia rubicunda
Farewell to spring

by Margo Bors


