YERBA
BUENA

PROGRAMS
PROGRAMS
Everyone is welcome to attend membership meetings in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco
County Fair Building (SFCFB) at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way in Golden Gate Park. The #71 and
#44 buses stop at the building. The N-Judah, #6, #43, and #66 lines stop within 2 blocks.
Before our programs, we take our speakers to dinner at Changs Kitchen, 1030 Irving Street. Join
us for good Chinese food and interesting conversation. Meet at the restaurant at 5:30 pm. RSVP
appreciated but not required. If you wish to notify, please call Jake Sigg at 415-731-3028.

DECEMBER 1, THURSDAY
Annual Members Slideshow and Potluck Supper
6:30 pm, Potluck: Coordinated by Mila Stroganoff
7:30 pm, Slide Show: Coordinated by Margo Bors and Kipp McMichael
Slide Show Guidelines:
THE YERBA BUENA
· Bring about 10 minutes worth of images that you feel would appeal to CNPS members 
CHAPTER OF THE
interesting plants, gardens, landscapes, hikes, trips, work parties, etc. Be prepared to say a few
words about your images.
CA L I FO R N I A
NATIVE PLANT
· Bring your digital .jpg images on a thumb drive or a CD and Margo will upload them to her
laptop computer to project.
SOCIETY FOR
SA N F R A N C I S C O
· Please let Margo (contact information at end of this item) know if you have slides and need a
regular slide projector.
A N D N O RT H E R N
SAN MATEO COUNTY
· Prints are also welcome. We will put them on display and ask you to tell us about them.
Vol. 30 No. 4
December 2016
· If youre using your own laptop, please bring any adapter you might need to connect to our
digital projector. We have some of the newer common adapters for Mac and PC.
CONTENTS
· Contact: Margo Bors at mcbors@comcast.net or call 415-824-0471.
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· Contact: Mila Stroganoff at milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net or call
650-359-1642.

NO PROGRAM IN JANUARY
FEBRUARY 2, THURSDAY 7:30 pm
Speaker: Steven L. Hartman
California Sonoran and Mojave Desert Plants: Amazing Beauty in a Harsh Environment
The California desert has much more than just cacti! Steve Hartman, veteran leader of many California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) desert field trips over the past three decades, will take you on a PowerPoint
tour of the Sonoran and Mojave deserts. Learn about the many plant communities, the key plant species
that inhabit these hot arid regions, and their wildlife. Get a visual treat with colorful images of spectacular
spring and fall wildflower displays. Find out about some of the projects that CNPS has undertaken in helping
survey and analyze desert flora. Steve will discuss some important threats to desert ecosystems such as
fire, the invasion by non-native plants, and energy development.
Steve Hartman is currently the President of the Board of Directors of CNPS. He has been a member of the
California Native Plant Society since 1974, served on the CNPS State Board of Directors as Treasurer for
over a decade, and was honored as a CNPS Fellow. Steve is a long-time activist of the Los Angeles/Santa
Monica Mountains chapter, having served as chapter president, treasurer, newsletter editor, web-master,
and plant sale co-chair. His local project is the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Area, in the San Fernando Valley,
where he has guided revegetation projects and has encouraged the City of Los Angeles to develop largescale native landscaping projects. He served on the Bureau of Land Management's California Desert District
Advisory Council for five years representing CNPS. Steve is a business executive and multimedia producer,
and has combined these talents to produce a series of iPhone wildflower field guides including ones for
Joshua Tree and Death Valley National Parks .
FUTURE PROGRAM
March 2Calochortus PursuitsKipp McMichael

FIELD TRIPS

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR NEEDED
This space is empty because the chapter is currently without a Field Trip Coordinator. Field Trip
Coordinators are responsible for organizing field trips and need not necessarily lead or attend these
events. If you would be interested in taking this role, contact Gail Wechsler wechslerifolia@gmail.com

ACTIVITIES
PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS
Second Thursday of the month, 6  7:30 pm except January
San Francisco State University
1600 Holloway Avenue
Hensill Hall, Botany Lab, Room 440
The December workshop will take place on Thursday, December
8th. We will skip the month of January and resume on February
9th at 6 pm. The spring workshops will take place on March
9th, April 13th, and May 11th. Each session will start with a
short PowerPoint presentation pointing out characteristics of a
plant family. We will then key out plants with the help of
dedicated graduate students. Lets take a close-up look at some
plants and learn the meaning of interesting botany terms. Bring
your JepsonManual 2nd edition if you have it and a loupe. If you
have any questions, email Mila Stroganoff at
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BOTANY SYMPOSIUM
On January 910, 2017, the Northern California Botanists will
be presenting a two-day symposium titled Diverse Environments:
How Plants Succeed in Northern California, to be held at California
State University, Chico. The symposium will include an exciting
line-up of topics ranging from soil seedbanks to Northern
California botanical discoveries, a poster session, and a third day
of workshops to choose from. The symposium will also include
an evening reception, banquet, and keynote speaker Hugh Safford,
of the US Forest Service, addressing Fear and Loathing in the
Sierra Nevada: Confronting a Wicked Problem. The symposium
is open to anyone: botanical enthusiasts, professionals, and
students.

For a detailed program and registration information, see:
www.norcalbotanists.org

CONSERVATION NEWS
ACTION ALERT: DECEMBER 15, THURSDAY
This just in: The Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR)
for RPD's Natural Resource Management Plan will be
released on Wed. Nov. 16. A joint meeting of
the Planning and RecPark Commissions to
consider the FEIR and Plan will be held on Thurs. Dec.
15 at 1 PM in City Hall, Room TBD. We will need people to
attend this meeting and offer public comment in support of
certifying the EIR and approving the management plan. This is
IT -- the long awaited management plan for natural resource
areas in city parks, twenty years in the making, with so much
input from CNPS and other environmental organizations! Now
"all" we need to do is get it approved! Information about
how to help will be sent out via the chapter's Google
list. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

Danthonia californica
California oatgrass
by Kristin Jakob

(CONSERVATION continued on page 5)
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you may have noticed that they have appeared more frequently lately
than last year. Except for September 2016, each month from July
through October was wetter this year than the last three rain seasons.
October gave us a whopping 3.53 inches and through November 1
we have received 4.14 inches. November has averaged 1.63 inches
since 2013 and our first November storm this year gave us 0.43 inches
with more on the way. Its a good start but there is a long way to go.
Still, it is encouraging.

DOUGS MOUNTAIN JOURNAL
A Chronicle of Natural History on San Bruno Mountain
by Doug Allshouse
August, sometimes known as Fogust, should have been known this
year as Foggyust, which bled into Fogtember. This year was a very
foggy late summer. Would we ever see the sun again? But along came
the Autumnal Equinox, when morning walks take on flavors of their
own, like a cool September morning with an overcast sky and little
or no wind. Suddenly misty fog droplets are hitting my face like
organic moisturizer. It is reminiscent of a winter day I could imagine
in Eugene, Oregon but I am on the Bog Trail at 700 feet above sea
level with visibility of 300 feet. Suddenly it becomes mid-October
and the sun has retreated into the southern sky and my walk begins
in darkness, and it will only get worse.

The Coopers Hawk is an accipiter, a bird-eating hawk. One was
hanging out around an area where there are a lot of Stellers Jays. The
hawk tries very hard to make a meal out of one of the jays but the

Autumn begins the long courting of Great-horned Owls as the male
and female exchange calls. This year it began on September 9 and is
still going on in early November. I saw the pair in different eucalyptus
trees at the Day Camp when the male flew to the branch the female
was occupying. Ooooo I thought, perhaps they will mate! After
a few minutes of nothing happening I moved on. I picked them
up again when I reached the parking area about 200 feet away.
By this time the low morning sun was shining off them and the
male had moved closer to her. Well, he kept turning his head
over his right shoulder and looking at me as if to say, Dude,
cant a guy have a little privacy? What are you, a voyeur? Then
he flew away, leaving her alone on the branch. Kinda made
me wonder, was it my fault?
In early September, a gorgeous, bright yellow and orange
chicken-of-the-woods fungus (Laetiporas) burst out of a eucalyptus
trunk. A week later an old dead eucalyptus trunk in Colma Creek
sprouted several Northern Tooth fungi (Climacodon). Both are
polypore shelf-like mushrooms and attract attention.
During the spring and summer the wildflower show was better than
past years and speculation was focused on the timing of rain, but only
a few of us felt that a cold November 2015-January 2016 was even
more important. I have never seen so many California asters as I did
this year. It seemed like they were everywhere; lining the trails in the
bog and the saddle. Some newcomers showed up. Several common
sunflowers grew along the Old Guadalupe Trail. The genus Helianthus
is from the Greek heliofor sun and anthos for flower. The flower
head tracks the sun during the budding stage, but faces east upon
blooming. The reason for this is the flower warms more quickly in
the morning allowing for easier pollination. I discovered a different
species of farewell-to-spring on a portion of trail shared by the Summit
Trail and Eucalyptus Loop; Clarkia amoena is native to the coastal hills
from the Bay Area to British Columbia. It is highly variable, brightlycolored and is a popular choice for wildflower seed mixes. The fact
that I also discovered the popular European corn poppy (Papaver) and
the Spanish globe candytuft (Iberis) about a hundred yards away
confirms my suspicions that seeds were scattered.

Laetiporas sp
Chicken of the Woods
by Michael Wood

black and blue corvids are a bit too tough for him. Raptors are often
depicted as fierce birds, and they are. But none of them has a fiercesounding call. Most are ethereal in nature but the mighty Coopers
has this timid little peep. I heard the bird call out and was astounded
how milque-toast it sounded. I enjoy walking on mornings after a
wet fog during the night. The Stellers Jays will hop around the
branches of willows or cypresses and are just heavy enough to knock
the dew loose. As I walk along a trail I can hear (and sometimes feel)
the dew drops hit me or the ground. Its a good way to keep track
of their location. The Fox and Golden-crowned Sparrows are here
and a huge flock of Hermit Thrushes showed up in late October.
This is the season for our lovely toyons. I was waiting to enter highway
101 one morning just after the sun rose. That warm golden morning
sunlight was shining on the Preservation Parcel area of San Bruno
Mountain in South San Francisco. The toyons are just beginning to

You may have noticed these drops of water falling from the sky, and
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(MOUNTAIN JOURNAL continued on page 6)

Triassic (225-195 mya) when the dinosaurs
made their debut. The gymnosperms with
which we are most familiar, the conifers (e.g.,
pine, redwood, cypress, yew, Araucaria,
Podocarpus), came into prominence on the
planet beginning in the upper Cretaceous
(110-65 mya). (I cant believe I just attempted
to summarize plant evolution in four
paragraphs, one of which was fluff I am
truly sorry.)

FOCUS ON RARITIES
The Horsetails
Equisetum spp.
by Michael Wood
Looking back over the list of plants about
which Ive written over the past 22 years, I
detect a distinct bias on my part one that
has heavily favored flowering plants. The
angiosperms (made up of monocots and
dicots) are those plants that reproduce by
seeds that form within an ovary, as compared
to the naked seeds of gymnosperms (e.g.,
conifers). From an evolutionary perspective,
angiosperms, the modern plants, have evolved
and diversified more recently than any of the
other groups of vascular plants (vascular plants
have vessels that permit the translocation of
nutrients and water between distant parts of
the same plant). Angiosperms represent the
most diverse group of plants, consisting of
more families and species than all other plant
groups combined. So, perhaps my bias was
swayed by their sheer diversity.

But before the rise of the gymnosperms, we
saw the development of a unique group of
vascular fern-like plants, the
horsetails remember them the subject of
this article? The horsetails are thought to have
diverged in the Upper Devonian/Lower
Carboniferous (ca 345 mya). Also known as
scouring rush, you might know them for their
green, slender, hollow stems that shoot up in
the air about 3 feet high (one tropical species
of Central and South America grows to over
15 feet tall). Some species produce whorled
branches that radiate out from the main stem.
Void of recognizable leaves, these plants have
photosynthetic stems that are markedly ridged
and which break apart into segments at the
nodes. The ridges are heavily sclerified
(hardened) and impregnated with silica, giving
them their raspy feel. Early pioneers used
them to scrub tinware and as sandpaper for
polishing wood.The actual leaves are nonphotosynthetic and have been reduced to
fused, bract-like structures surrounding the
nodes. And last but not least, the horsetails,
like ferns, reproduce by spores.

As a kid, I remember being fascinated by
images of what life on Earth was like during
the Carboniferous (345-280 million years ago
[mya]). Much of the world was a tropical,
swampy place dominated by mosses,
arborescent lycopods, primitive ferns and
dragonflies with 6 foot wingspans (as portrayed
in the images of National Geographic and
dioramas at the San Diego Natural History
Museum). It would be another 65 million
years before the rise of the dinosaurs. I suspect
that it is those images that resulted in my early
fascination with tropical lands and plants.

Reproduction by spores involves two very
interesting cycles in order to end up with the
final product. Spores, which have half the
usual number of chromosomes of a sperm or
an egg (i.e., gamete), germinate to form a
thin, green, plate-like mass called a
gametophyte or thallus. Like mosses, this
structure can usually only grow in a moist
environment. The gametophyte is a shortlived structure that produces both male and
female organs. Fertilization occurs when the
gametes combine to produce an embryo. And
moisture is necessary to complete fertilization
as the male gamete must swim to find the
female gamete.The fertilized embryo develops
into the plant we know and love.

The first vascular plants appeared during the
middle Silurian (435mya) and they diversified
during the Devonian (395-345 mya). Long
before the evolution of the complex
reproductive structures we know as flowers,
plants reproduced by spores, those dust-like
structures you know from the undersides of
ferns and the fruiting bodies of mushrooms.
The very first plants, non-vascular green algae,
mosses, and liverworts reproduce by spores.
This mode of reproduction was maintained
by the earliest vascular plants. Primitive seedbearing plants arrived on the scene in the early
Carboniferous. This transition to reproduction
by seed production is considered one of the
most important events in evolution of land
plants due to the selective advantage it afforded
in terms of environmental adaptation and
diversification.

Lets replay the tape. The diversification of
vascular plants and the rise of spore-bearing
primitive ferns (and the first horsetails)
occurred around 345 mya. The earliest
gymnosperms appeared around 120 million
years later and the angiosperms appeared
another 110 million years after that. So, the
reproductive mode of the horsetails evolved
around the same time as the earliest ferns.
The angiosperms didnt appear for another
235 million years.

Shamelessly skipping over a tremendous
number of evolutionary details for the sake
of brevity, and trying to make a straight line
out of a decidedly non-linear series of events,
we first see the rise of gymnosperms with
fern-like features, the pteridosperms. One
development along this line produced the
cycads and ginkgos, which arose during the

Well, depending on your point of view, that
was either a very long or an embarrassingly
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abbreviated introduction to the horsetails.
The genus Equisetum is the sole representative
of the family Equisetaceae, which diverged
around 280 mya. The extant horsetails of
North America are perennial plants forming
stout underground rhizomes. There are some
15 species in the family Equisetaceae,
occurring nearly worldwide, with 11 occurring
in North America. They occur in moist
riverbanks, shorelines of freshwater lakes,
ditches, seeps, meadows, marshes and wet
woodlands. California supports seven horsetail
taxa only one of which, marsh horsetail
(Equisetum palustre), is considered rare (CA
rare plant rank 3). There are three extant
species of horsetail in San Francisco County:
common horsetail (E. arevsne), giant scouring
rush (E. hyemalessp. affine), and giant horsetail
(E. telmateiassp. braunii). Two more species,
smooth horsetail (E. laevigatum; Howell, et al,
1958) and marsh horsetail are recorded as
having historically occurred here; both are
presumed to be extirpated (Wood, 2014b).

All three of our extant horsetails appear on
our chapters list of locally significant species
(Wood, 2015), although impacts to only one,
common horsetail, would be considered to
meet the impact significance criteria of the
California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). Common horsetail is known from
only two locations (Fort Point bluffs and Glen
Canyon; Wood, 2014a); it has been assigned
a significant ranking of A2. A little more
widespread is giant scouring rush, which is
known from four locations (Brotherhood Way,
Fort Point bluffs, Lobos Creek Valley and
Presidio Hills); it has been assigned a significant
ranking of B (a high priority watch list). Giant
horsetail is our most widespread species,
having been recorded from nine locations in
the City; it has been assigned a significant
ranking of C (a watch list).
Distinguishing between the
horsetails requires, as you
feared, familiarity
with an
unfamiliar
suite of
structures
and

names. If you know horsetails, you probably
have noticed that some stems produce a conelike structure at the upper tip. The cone or
strobilus is actually a series of whorls of sporeproducing sporangiophores. Horsetail
reproduction follows the steps described
above.
Stems may be fertile (bearing sporangiophores)
or sterile and there can be a high degree of
variability in the appearance of the sterile
stems depending on environmental conditions.
Giant scouring rush is our tallest member of
the genus, growing 2-7 feet high. Stems are
durable, lasting more than one month,
and are unbranched. Both giant
horsetail and common
horsetail produce both
branching and unbranching
stems that are short-lived (lasting
less than a month in the spring).
On fertile stems, giant horsetail
produces 6-14 teeth on the node
sheath while common horsetail
produces 14-28.
As spring approaches,
check out moist areas in
our natural areas and
spend a few moments
observing this living fossil,
something that arose on
this planet 280 mya. See
if you can recognize the
different features and
remind yourself of the
peculiar features of this
group of plants. If all
those odd features arent
enough to evoke images of
giant dragonflies, its their
mode of reproduction that

truly harkens back to a simpler time, a time
before seeds and politics.
And by all means, let me know if you see a
6-foot dragonfly hovering about.
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CONSERVATION NEWS
NATIVES ADDED TO DPW
PLANT LIST
by Denise Louie
Given the state of our natural areas,
its hard not to think of invasives when
one thinks of native plants. Fortunately,
Yerba Buena chapter stalwart, Denise
Louie, had both in mind when she saw
the DPW landscaping plant list for the
area outside of Balboa Park Muni Station.
After two years of asking questions, she
discovered, much to her horror, that it
included invasive and potentially invasive
plants, per the California Invasive Plant
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(continued)

Councils inventory and watch list. Even
worse, the plant list was absent any native
plants, in spite of the Mediterranean plant
palette chosen by the community and
multiple requests for native plants".
Chapter President Ellen Edelson and
Denise worked quickly to suggest native
and non-native plants as alternatives. DPW
did not take all their suggestions.
However, invasive and potentially invasive
plants were removed from the list, and
some native plants were added. Proof that
persistence can pay off.

HABITAT RESTORATION
Please help us update these listings. If you have
corrections or additions, please send them to
kimcmich@hotmail.com.
Bookmark the daily event calendar at
http://cnps-yerbabuena.org/calendar

Alemany Natives at Alemany Farm.
1st Mondays & 3rd Sundays, 1 to 4:30pm. Contact:
Craig Heckman heckmanc@sbcglobal.net or James
Cartan jcartan2@gmail.com
Bayview Hill. 2nd Saturdays
Contact Joe Grey joe.grey@sfgov.org
Bernal Hilltop. 3rd Saturdays,
10 am to 12 pm. Work party contact Rachel Kesel
rachel.kesel@sfgov.org; Groups contact Joe Grey
415-831-6328.
Brooks Park. Contact Joe Grey
Joe.Grey@sfgov.org
Buena Vista Park. 1st Saturdays, 9am to noon.
Contact Joe.Grey@sfgov.org or
415-831-6328.
Candlestick State Park Nursery. 1150 Carroll
Street. 1st Saturdays, 10am to 2pm. Bay Youth for
the Environment. Contact Patrick Rump
bye@lejyouth.org.
Castro-Duncan Open Space. Contact Dave
Thompson or Gloria Koch-Gonzalez
415-821-7601.
CNPS Native Plant Restoration Team. Every
Wednesday, noon to 3pm. Contact Jake Sigg
415-731-3028 or jakesigg@earthlink.net.
Corona Heights. Last Saturdays,10 am to noon.
Contact Russ Hartman 650-242-2679 or
rph1917@comcast.net .
Golden Gate National Recreation Area.
Weekdays and weekends around the Bay Area.
Contact volunteer@parksconservancy.org or
415-561-3044.
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Glen Canyon. Wednesdays & 3rd Saturdays,
9am to noon. Friends of Glen Canyon. Contact
rachel.kesel@sfgov.org
Golden Gate Heights Sandy Dunes Native
Plant Community Garden. Contact Barbara
Kobayashi okim1946@yahoo.com.
Golden Gate Park Oak Woodlands.
2nd Saturdays, 10am to 12:30pm.
Contact Rob Bakewell 415-710-9617 or
rcbakewell@gmail.com
Green Hairstreak Butterfly Corridor.
3rd Saturday, 10 am to noon. Contact Nature in
the City stewards@natureinthecity.org
Half Moon Bay State Beach. 650-726-8801 or
hmbrestore@gmail.com
Herons Head Park. 2nd Saturdays, 9am to noon.
Contact Raynelle Rino 415-282-6840 or
raynelle.rino@lejyoouth.org
Lake Merced. 3rd Saturdays, 10am to noon.
Contact Joe Grey joegrey@sfgov.org
Linda Mar State Beach 4th Sundays,10am to
noon. Contact 650-451-1130 or
94116bc@gmail.com.
Marin Headlands Native Plant Nursery.
Wednesday, 1 to 4 pm & Saturday, 9am to noon.
Contact 415-332-5193 or
AShor@parksconservancy.org.
McLaren Park. 2nd Saturdays of even months,
10am to noon. Contact Joe.Grey@sfgov.org or
415-831-6328.
McKinley Square Hillside. 2nd Sundays, 10am
to noon. www.McKinleySquare.com or
chris@McKinleySquare.org.
Mission Creek Bank. Generally Saturday
mornings. Contact Ginny Stearns for times 415552-4577 or GinnyStearns@gmail.com.
Mt. Sutro. Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm at the
nursery; 1st and 3rd Saturdays 9am to 1pm.
Contact events@sutrostewards.org

Pacificas Environmental Family. 4th Sundays,
10 am. Contact Lynn Adams 650-355-1668.
Pigeon Point Lighthouse. Contact Restoration
Coordinator 650-726-8801.
San Bruno Mountain. Tuesdays, 10:30 am to
12:30 pm: Earthcare Wetlands Project;
Wednesdays, 10am to 12:30pm: Greenhouse
volunteers-Mission Blue Nursery;
Saturdays, 10am to 12:30pm: Weed Warriors
Stewardship Outing; Saturdays, 10am to noon: Bog
Restoration; 4th Fridays & Saturdays, 9am to noon:
South San Francisco Weed Rangers
www.mountainwatch.org, 415-467-6631.
SF Recreation & Parks Department. Natural
Areas Program. recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org or
415-831-6330.
San Pedro Valley County Park, Pacifica. 3rd
Saturdays, 9am. Contact Carolyn Pankow
650-355-7466.
Save the Bay. Tidal marsh habitats. Saturdays,
9 am to noon. Native Plant Nursery work on the
first two Wednesdays of the month. Contact Casey
Ogden 510-452-6850 cogden@saveSFbay.org, or
www.saveSFbay.org/volunteer.
Shields/Orizaba Rocky Outcrop. Contact
Paul Koski at pkoski7@netscape.net.
Starr-King Open Space. Serpentine grassland
on Potrero Hill. 2nd Saturdays, 9:30 am to noon.
Contact Tom tphlip@yahoo.com.
Tennessee Valley Nursery and Stewards.
Every Tuesday, 10am to noon & 1 to 4pm.
Contact 415-289-1860 or
lponzini@parksconservancy.org
UCSF Mount Sutro Open Space Reserve.
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 9am to 12:30pm. Contact
Craig@sutrostewards.org or 415-665-1077.
White-Crowned Sparrow
3rd Saturdays, 9am - noon
Contact sfrpd.volunteerprogram@sfgov.org

(continued)
back in focus. This is our native plants time of rebirth. Get out and
take a walk, even in the rain...its only water after all.

turn red with berries so they have this slightly reddish hue to play
against the green leaves. It is one of the few native plants from which
honeybees make honey. Interestingly toyons that grow on the very
north and northwest part of SBM do not produce berries, perhaps
because of the cooler climate. They are spectacular in the fog-sheltered
Brisbane canyons and along Bayshore Boulevard from Brisbane to
South San Francisco. Long before the advent of planting pyracanthas
and cotoneasters for floral trimmings at Christmas, toyon branches
with berries were gathered commercially and sold. It is often called
California holly because the plant is holly-like and showy, especially
in winter with its berries. Toyon is so abundant in the Los Angeles
Basin that the name Hollywood Hills came about and subsequent
housing developments became Hollywood. It was named the official
native plant of Los Angeles by the City Council on April 17, 2012. It
was the most common tree in our developing little town of Yerba
Buena in 1835 according to Marianna Richardson, the daughter of the
first white settler, after whom Richardson Bay is named.

See you on the mountain.

Asarum caudatum
wild ginger

The grasses are leaping from the ground; the soap plant is awakening
and soon the winter leaves of the rein orchid will appear. The recent
rains have scrubbed the scrub leaves clean of dust and they all seem
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BOARD MEETINGS
Board meetings are open to all Chapter members. They are held
on the second Monday of every month (except August and
December) at 350 Amber Drive (SF Police Academy) and start at
7 pm. Contact Ellen Edelson (e.edelson@sbcglobal.net) for more
information.
Membership Records
OFFICERS & CONTACTS

CHAPTER NEWS
CHAPTER SECRETARY NEEDED
Basic Job Description:
· Keep a correct and permanent record of the proceedings
of all meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors.
· Attend, and take minutes of, monthly Board of Directors
meetings (2nd Monday/mo, x Aug and Dec), 7-9pm, usually
held at centrally located SF Police Academy building, 350
Amber Street, SF.
· Send draft minutes (with committee reports attached) to
board prior to following meeting, soliciting
additions/corrections, etc. Once approved by board, send
out final draft of minutes.
· Compile committee reports and send out to board prior to
board meetings.
· Optional: Create draft monthly meeting agendas, soliciting
agenda items from directors. (The current VP has been
helping with this, although, historically, the job has been
done by our secretaries.)
· Officer position; open to any current chapter member.
Term beginning in January. Word or similar software
required.
This is a wonderful opportunity to help your chapter in a very
specific and vital way. If interested, or have any questions, please
contact Ellen Edelson at e.edelson@sbcglobal.net or 415-5312140 or any other board member.

President
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net
Vice President
Gerry Knezevich
gruicaknez@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Adrian Stroganoff 650-359-1642
adrianstroganoff@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Olga Beguin
olga.beguin@gmail.com
Chapter Council Delegate
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net
Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
San Mateo County
Conservation
Mike Vasey 650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu
Education Coordinator
Position vacant
Field Trips Chair
Gail Wechsler
wechslerifolia@gmail.com
Garden Tour
Susan Floore
sfloore@att.net
Hospitality Coordinators
Position vacant
Invasive Exotics
Mark Heath 415-235-0987
mark@shelterbeltbuilders.com
Legislation Chair
Linda Shaffer 415-206-1428
ljshaffer1@comcast.net
Lepidopterist
Liam OBrien 415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com
Membership Development
Position vacant

2017 GARDEN TOUR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Were seeking volunteers to help us put on the 2017 Native
Plant Garden Tour. The tour usually takes place in late April,
but the planning, coordinating and connecting begins in January
2017. Last year, over 400 people had the opportunity to tour
24 water-wise, wildlife-friendly gardens. With your assistance,
the 2017 tour could be exponentially more successful. Interested?
Contact Susan Floore at sfloore@att.net

Volunteers are needed for the following positions:
· Garden Tour Chairs: Were looking for master planners.
You will coordinate with volunteers, communicate with
garden hosts and share contracts with CNPS HQ. Rest easy,
previous tour experts are standing by to help make your job
flow smoothly.
· Garden Scouts: Youll help find new home gardens for the
tour and contact previous garden hosts to gauge their interest
in participating in 2017.
· Publicity Assistants: Youll work with our Publicity Chair
to contact local news media, write and modify press releases,
post garden tour photos on social media networks, connect
with digital publications and distribute flyers to various
organizations.
· Co-Host Coordinators: Youll help match SFSU students
with garden hosts and make sure theyre there to welcome
visitors, sign them in and distribute maps and handouts.

George Suter 415-665-1185
geosuter@prodigy.net
Newsletter Editor
Kipp McMichael 510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com
Photo Documentation
Margo Bors 415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net
Greg Gaar 415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com
Plant Sale Coordinator
Ellen Edelson 415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net
Posters and Book Sales Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net
Presidio Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org
Programs Co-Chair
Jake Sigg 415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
Programs Co-Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff 650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net
Publicity
Rachel Kesel
Bob Hall bilgepump100@sbcglobal.net
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow
brastow@natureinthecity.org
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood 925-899-1282
mike@wood-biological.com
Rare Plants Chair
San Mateo County
David Nelson 415-925-0501
nelsondl@pacbell.net
San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse 415-584-5114
dougsr228@comcast.net
Webmaster
Kipp McMichael
kimcmich@hotmail.com

Community Thrift
Thank you to all who have donated furniture, clothing, books,
CDs, and housewares to Community Thrift and designated CNPS
as the beneficiary. Donating is easy. Simply drop off clean and
saleable items at the CT donation door, open from 10 am to 5 pm
every day, and ask them to list CNPS (charity #152) as the
beneficiary. The donation door is located on the south side of
the building on Sycamore Alley, parallel to 18th Street and
perpendicular to Mission and Valencia Streets. Sycamore runs one
way from Mission toward Valencia. Please note that, because of
the February 2009 Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act,
CT can no longer accept any childrens items. CT is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Your donations are tax-deductible, and
produce more chapter income than you might think.
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JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
Learn to understand Californias unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

____Yes, Id like to join.
Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter
Membership Category
____ $1,500 Mariposa Lily
____ $ 600 Benefactor
____ $ 300 Patron
____ $ 100 Plant Lover
____ $ 75 Family
____ $ 45 Individual
____ $ 25 Limited Income/Student

Make your check out to CNPS
and mail with this form to:
California Native Plant Society
2707 K Street, Suite 1
Sacramento, CA 95816-5113
Sisyrinchium bellum
grass
Name ____________________________ blue-eyed
by Margot Bors
Address ________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip __________ Telephone _____________
email _________________________________

Dues above the $12 for publications are tax deductible. You will
receive the Yerba Buena News, the informative triannual journal
Fremontia, and a statewide news bulletin. Members of other
chapters may subscribe to the Yerba Buena News alone for $10
per year, renewable annually. Send a check made out to CNPS
to 1 Alviso Court, Pacifica, CA 94044-4239.

YERBA BUENA NEWS
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Published quarterly by the Yerba Buena Chapter
California Native Plant Society
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