
PROGRAMS
Everyone is welcome to attend membership meetings in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco
County Fair Building (SFCFB) at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way in Golden Gate Park. The building
is served by the #71 and #44 lines, is one block from the N-Judah car, and is two blocks from
the #6, #43, and #66 bus lines.

DECEMBER 3, THURSDAY
Annual Members’ Slides and Potluck Supper
6:30 pm, Supper: Coordinated by Nancy Rosenthal
7:30 pm, Slide Show: Coordinated by Margo Bors
NO PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP
Join our annual year-end informal members’ potluck dinner and slide show. Please bring your
favorite slides or digital images and your favorite dish or beverage to share. There will be no
restaurant dinner or plant identification workshop preceding this meeting. Whether you are a
photographer or an appreciator, come for an enjoyable evening of delicious food and great pictures.

SLIDE SHOW GUIDELINES:
Images - Bring whatever you feel might appeal to CNPS
members such as interesting plants, gardens, landscapes,
hikes, work parties etc.
Presentations can be very brief or up to about 10 minutes
and should include a few words about your images.
Bring your digital .jpg images on a thumb drive or CD and
Margo will upload them to my laptop to project.
Bring your slides in a carousel or we will provide one.
Prints are also welcome. We will put them on display and
ask you to tell us about them.
If you’re using your own laptop, please bring any adapters
you might need to connect to our digital projector. We have
some common adapters for Mac and PC.

POTLUCK GUIDELINES:
Bring your favorite food or drink—main dishes, salads, desserts, wine,
juice, etc., whatever most inspires you.
We will have at least one microwave for reheating, so don’t hesitate to
bring hot dishes.
Please bring whatever utensils are needed to serve your dish.

FEBRUARY 4, THURSDAY
Ecological Histories in the California Deserts
7:30 pm, Speaker: Bruce M. Pavlik
6:00-7:15 pm, Plant Identification Workshop
Leader: Gail Wechsler
Our ecological knowledge of California deserts originates from prehistoric discoveries and

historical rediscoveries.  We will take a timeline journey to appreciate the diversity of life in
this harsh yet fragile quarter of the golden state.  That diversity, created by drought and
heat, evolved with climate change since the Ice Ages.  There is much to learn from each
desert species about adaptation to a warming, arid world, whether it is a cactus, pupfish,

tortoise, or bighorn sheep.  Human adaptation can also be appreciated when we consider
the 12,000-year desert experience of native people.  Despite the richness of desert life,
the utility of desert knowledge and the depth of desert experience, our arid lands face

an uncertain future.  We will examine that future and suggest strategies for conserving
the last remaining places of remarkable and often unexpected beauty.

Bruce M. Pavlik received his Ph.D in Botany from the University of
California at Davis, working on the physiological ecology of grasses
with Professor Michael Barbour.  His research has focused on the ecology

and physiology of plants native to western North America, including the
conservation of endangered species.

Ecological restoration has become central to his research program and
recent projects have emphasized the design and active management of

populations and communities using field-based, experimental approaches.
Most of his projects have been associated with grasslands and deserts, but
unusual ecosystems (dunes, lakeshores, geothermal springs, serpentinite
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NO PROGRAM IN JANUARY

“The earth is a garden and
each of us only need care
for our own part for life to
be breathed back into the
planet, into the soil, into
ourselves.”
—John Jeavons, Naturalist

        Romneya coulteri
               matillija poppy



outcrops, vernal pools) have received special attention.  His current
challenge is to make adaptive management work to benefit resources
in situ. He is currently Professor of Biology at Mills College in
Oakland, California and author or co-author of more than 50
scientific and popular publications, including Oaks of California
(1991, Cachuma Press), California's Changing Landscapes  (1993,
California Native Plant Society), the fifth edition of the Inventory
of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California  (1994, California
Native Plant Society) and The California Deserts:  An Ecological
Rediscovery (2008, University of California Press).  He runs a
science consulting business that assists agencies and companies
in resolving resource management problems.  BMP
Ecosciences was established in 2000 to provide solutions
that avoid listing of endangered species, to develop “best
management practices”, and to find common ground among
environmental adversaries.  In June 2010 he will become Head
of Restoration Ecology at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS
If you are interested in learning to key plants or to increase your
plant recognition skills, join our informal, relaxed, and very popular
plant identification workshops. Bring a hand lens and a Jepson Manual
if you own one. Suitable plants will be provided. Workshop contact
is Gail Wechsler (415-285-4172 or gail.wechsler@gmail.com)

No field trips were scheduled as the December YB News went to
press. There will likely be a few trips during January and/or
February. Check the onlineYerba Buena Events Calendar for updated
field trip listings at: www.cnps-yerbabuena.org/calendar

FIELD  TRIP CO-CHAIR NEEDED

Gail Wechsler has agreed to serve as field trip chair for our chapter,
following the departure of Tom Annese to the Iowa prairies.  She
could use a co-chair.  The duties are not heavy, but they do increase
during wildflower season and it would be helpful to have another
person to assist with coordinating as needed.

Knowledge of areas to visit and potential trip leaders is welcome
but not necessary, as our generous board members are willing to
assist in that area.  It’s a matter of making contacts, scheduling,
and writing short pieces on upcoming trips for the newsletter.

Even our tiny chapter area has many places to go and lots of room
for creativity.  If you can help the chapter in this way, please email
gail.wechsler@gmail.com and jakesigg@earthlink.net.

PROGRAMS (continued)
FUTURE PROGRAMS

March 4—Texture and Diversity: A Visual Tour of Lichens—
 Stephen Sharnoff
April 1—Plants of the Galapagos —Charles Darwin

          Fritillaria affinis
               mission bells
           by Kristin Jakob

FIELD TRIPS

“To our engineers this flora is merely weeds and brush; they ply
it with grader and mower. Through processes of plant succession
predictable by any botanist, the prairie garden becomes a refuge
for quack grass. After the garden is gone, the highway department
employs landscapers to dot the quack with elms, and with artistic
clumps of Scotch pine, Japanese barberry, and Spiraea.
Conservation committees enroute to some important convention
whiz by and applaud this zeal for roadside beauty.”
—Aldo Leopold, 1949
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JEPSON HERBARIUM WORKSHOP
December 12 & 13,  UC Berkeley
Evolution and Diversity of Mushrooms—Tom Bruns and
Else Vellinga
The warm, wet winters and the variety of habitats found in California
make it one of the best places in North America to find both an
abundance and a high diversity of fungi. This workshop will provide
an introduction to the biology and identification of California's
mushrooms. Through a combination of lectures and discussions,
workshop participants will learn about the evolutionary history of
fungi and the ecological role of fungi in nature. Most of the time
will be spent with fresh mushrooms in the lab. This will create hands-
on opportunities for learning how to identify mushrooms. A field
trip on Saturday will be a highlight of the weekend.
Contact: Cecile Shohet, Coordinator, Public Education
cshohet@berkeley.edu or 510-643-7008

REGIONAL PARKS BOTANIC GARDEN LECTURES
Saturdays at 10:30 am,  Visitor Center of the Regional
Parks Botanic Garden
These FREE lectures are well attended, so arrive early to be sure
of a seat.

2009:
Dec.5    From Lime Ridge to the Arroyo Bayo, in the footsteps of
David Gowen—Steve Edwards
Dec. 12    Flowery aftermath of the great Big Sur burn of 2008—
Heath Bartosh
Dec. 19   From Jewelflowers of California to the Sandia Mountains
of New Mexico—Dick O’Donnell

2010:
Jan. 2    East of Eden: images from the flora of the Sierran crest
and the arid lands beyond—Aaron Schusteff
Jan. 9   Roundabout the Walker Ridge burn of 2008 and sites near
Clear Lake in Lake County—Steve Edwards
Jan. 16   Natural history of Hokkaido, Japan—Ron Felzer
Jan. 23   Flora of the Carquinez Strait—Dean Kelch
Jan. 30   Wild Lewisias of California and even wilder hybrids, in
stereo.  3D glasses will be provided—Jack Muzatko
Feb. 6   Plants of Teddy Roosevelt National Park, North Dakota,
and the Beartooth Plateau, Montana-Wyoming—Bob Case
Feb. 13  Very close to home:  wildflower hiking in Del Valle
Regional Park, Sunol, and Ohlone Wilderness—Steve Edwards
Feb. 20  Some botany and history in coastal Monterey—Steve
Edwards
Feb. 27  Shifting baselines in Bay Area oak woodlands & savannas:
historical patterns & restoration potential—Alison Whipple

NATURE IN THE CITY
FALL 2009 TALKS
CounterPULSE 1310 Mission at Ninth Street, 7:30 pm.
Last Wednesday of the month. FREE and open to the public.
Use BART/Muni Van Ness or Civic Center Stations.

January 27—Urban Forest
Doug Wildman, Josiah Clark & Peter Ehrlich
Not only are trees and "urban forests" the most prominent features
of the city's current "natural" landscape, they comprise the largest
elements of biomass in San Francisco. Those who call the shots
with trees ultimately have the biggest influence regarding habitat
resources for countless less obvious, but no less important species
of flora and fauna. What are the facts about trees, "forests" and
woodlands in San Francisco? This TALK will be a special forum
and debate on the benefits and drawbacks of specific tree species
and issues in the city, as they relate to habitat, aesthetics, and the
human experience of nature in the city.
February 24—The Trouble with Golf
March 31—Ecology and Journalism

ACTIVITIES
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AFTERMATH
by David Schooley, San Bruno Mountain Watch

 The mountain burned black
            in mourning around the stony offspring
of a planet's fiery skull —

But, do not worry in the dinge,
   for, charred roots now sprout
in secret midnight moisturing fogs,
uncounted seeds are stirring beneath these ashes,
tender in the crumbled crust.
And still the creekbeds waver
              in a silent heat
       with cicadas and beetle,
         frogs, slugs and snakes,
  hidden hearts still beating
      toward the seeping of springs.

And deeper in the dead scrub, a tiny river
            bubbling down the loam's silence
    between still burning waxmyrtle roots,
    pulsing under fire rotting wood,
    coursing new little worts, mosses and lichens.

            Febrilating canyons beat
    in league with the flickering flame of stars
            and back into all beginnings--
Spreading all voiceless shadows
        up the ridges and down
       into the night's renewal.
Across all the perched crags of death,
humble bearers of the dirt's birth.

“There is nothing useless in nature;
not even uselessness itself.”

—Montaigne

      Eschscholzia californica
California poppy



Bayview Hill. Second Saturdays of January,
March, May, July, September and November.
Contact Terese Lawler tereselawler@yahoo.com.
Bernal Hilltop.  Third Sundays, 11 am to 2 pm.
Information Jake Sigg
 jakesigg.earthlink.net  Work party contact Licia
DeMeo SF NAP 415-831-6332.
Brisbane Acres. First Saturdays,1 to 4 pm. Tools
and gloves provided. Contact: Ken McIntire
415-467-6631 or sanbruno@mountainwatch.org.
Brooks Park. Contact Dan Weaver
415-587-4588 or djpweaver@yahoo.com.
Buena Vista Park. First Saturdays, 9 am to noon.
Contact Suzanna Buehl 415-831-6328 or
suzanna.buehl@sfgov.org.
Candlestick State Park Nursery. 1150  Carroll
Street. First Saturdays, 9 am to noon. Bay Youth
for the Environment. Contact Patrick Rump
bye@lejyouth.org.
Castro-Duncan Open Space. Contact Dave
Thompson or Gloria Koch-Gonzalez  415-821-7601.
CNPS Native Plant Restoration Team. Every
Wednesday, noon to 3 pm. Contact Jake Sigg
415-731-3028 or jakesigg@earthlink.net.
Corona Heights. Contact Jim Houillion
415-552-3542 or coronavolunteers@sonic.net.
Edgehill Mt. Park. Second Saturdays, 1 to 3 pm.
Contact Stan Kaufman 415-681-4954 or
skaufman@epimetrics.com.
Fort Funston Green Team (Nursery and
Stewardship Program). Every Saturday,
9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Contact 415-239-4247 or
skato@parksconservancy.org.
GGNRA Habitat Restoration Team. Every
Sunday, 9:30 am to 2 pm with lunch break. Contact
volunteer@parksconservancy.org. or
415-331-0732. Locations hotline: 415-561-4848.
GGNRA Site Stewardship Program. Every
Saturday, 10 am to 1 pm. Contact 415-561-3073
or volunteer@parksconservancy.org
Glen Canyon.  Wednesdays & third Saturdays,
9 am to noon. Friends of Glen Canyon.Contact
Jean Conner 415-584-8576,Richard Craib
415-648-0862.
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy.
Milagra Ridge, Mori Point. Saturdays.
Contact Christina Crooker
CCrooker@parksconservancy.org.
Golden Gate Park Oak Woodlands. Second
Saturdays, 10 am to 12:30 pm.
Contact Rob Bakewell 415-221-1137 or
415-710-9617 (cell) or rcbakewell@yahoo.com.
Haight Ashbury Stewards.
natureinthecity.org/haightashburystewards.php.
Half Moon Bay State Park. 650-726-8801.
Heron’s Head Park. Second Saturdays, 9 am to
noon. Contact Myla Ablog 415-282-6840 or
heronshead@lejyouth.org.
Lake Merced. First Saturdays, 1 to 3 pm.
Contact Friends of Lake Merced:
Craig or Martha Spriggs 415-661-1668.
Lands End Stewardship. Every Thursday &
Saturday,1 to 4 pm. Contact 415-385-3065 or
cchristman@parksconservancy.org.
Marin Headlands Native Plant Nursery.
Wednesday, 1 to 4 pm & Saturday, 9 am to noon.
Contact 415-332-5193 or
AShor@parksconservancy.org.
McLaren Park. Second Saturdays, 10 am to noon.
Contact Suzanna Buehl 415-831-6328 or
suzanna.buehl@sfgov.org.
Mission Creek Bank Restoration. Saturdays
10 am to 1 pm. Contact Bob Isaacson
415-552-4577 or rbisaacson@gmail.com.

Mt. Davidson. First Saturdays, 9 am to noon.
Friends of Mt. Davidson:
Contact Stan Kaufman 415-681-4954 or
skaufman@epimetrics.com.
Mt. Sutro. First Saturdays, 9 am at Woods Lot,
on Medical Center Way halfway uphill from
Parnassus. Contact Craig Dawson 415-665-1077.
Orizaba/Shields Hilltop. Dates TBA.
Contact Gary Schwantes 415-239-0248.
Pacheco & 12th Avenue. Contact Barbara
Kobayashi okim1946@yahoo.com.
Pacifica’s Environmental Family. Fourth
Sundays, 10 am. Contact Shirley Suhrer
650-359-0892.
Pigeon Point Lighthouse. Contact Restoration
Coordinator 650-726-8801.
Presidio Native Plant Nursery.  Wednesday &
Saturday, 1 to 4 pm. Contact 415-561-4826 or
ASharron@parksconservancy.org.
Presidio Park Stewards. Every Wednesday &
Saturday, 9 am to noon.
Contact 415-561-3034 x3445 or
PresidioParkStewards@parksconservancy.org.
Presidio Plant Patrol. Every Friday 1 to 4 pm.
Contact 415-561-3034 x3445 or
PresidioParkStewards@parksconservancy.org.
Redwood Creek Nursery and Stewards.
Wednesday & Saturday, 10 am to 1 pm.
Contact 415-383-4390 or
RedwoodCreek@parksconservancy.org.
San Bruno Mountain. Second & fourth
Saturdays, 10 am to 12:30 pm. More information:
650-355-6635 or
www.heartofthemountain.com.
SF Recreation & Parks
Department. Natural Areas
Program. 415-831-6328.

San Pedro Valley County Park, Pacifica. Third
Saturdays, 9 am. Contact Carolyn Pankow
650-355-7466.
Save San Francisco Bay Association (Save
the Bay). Wetland restoration projects
almost every Saturday, 9 am to noon; native plant
nursery work Wednesdays.
Contact Jocelyn Gretz  510-452-9261 x109 or
www.savesfbay.org/bayevents.
Tennessee Valley Nursery and Stewards.
Every Tuesday, 10 am to noon & 1 to 4 pm.
Contact 415-331-0732 or
lponzini@parksconservancy.org.
Yerba Buena Island. Contact Nature in the City
at 415-564-4107.

Bookmark the daily event calendar at
http://cnps-yerbabuena.org/calendar

HABITAT RESTORATION

Chlorogalum pomeridianum
                         soap plant
               by Kristin Jakob
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FOCUS ON RARITIES

WESTERN COLUMBINE
Aquilegia formosa
by Michael Wood
A favorite component of the lush gardens
of Europe and the eastern states are the
columbines. Fancied for their lacy foliage
and exquisite blossoms, the columbines are
hardy perennials that add springtime
excitement to woodland settings.  With
two-inch to three-inch long flowers in
shades of blue, red and orange, with
contrasting, backward-pointed spurs,
columbines produce abundant and unique
blossoms.  The nectar-bearing spurs are
very attractive to hummingbirds.
Horticulturists tend to think only of the
European strains, but there are about 18
species native to North America, including
the state flower of Colorado (A. caerulea).

Columbine is a member of the crowfoot or
buttercup family (Ranunculaceae),
consisting of annual and perennial herbs,
vines and even low shrubs, and includes
completely aquatic species.  The family
includes some 1,700 species belonging to
60 genera with a worldwide distribution,
but centered in temperate and cold regions
of both hemispheres.  Members of the family
exhibit a wide array of flower structures
with a wide variety of pollination modes.
Most flowers are insect pollinated although
some are wind pollinated; most annual
species are self-pollinated.  Other well-
known genera include Anemone, Delphinium,
Clematis, Helleborus, Thalictrum, Myosurus, and,
of course, Ranunculus.  Members of the
family are not of great economic
importance, although many genera are
valued ornamentals.  Some genera are highly
poisonous, containing toxins such as
Protoanemonin, alkaloids and glycosides.
Early accounts of deaths are attributed to
Aconitum, whose tubers were mistaken for
Jerusalem artichokes (Helianthus tuberosus).

The genus Aquilegia consists of perennial
herbs developing from a caudex (a
thickened, modified stem at or below
ground level). It is distinguished from other
members of the family by its radial flowers
and petals with long, backward-pointing
spurs. There are some 70 species in the
genus, found in temperate North America
and Eurasia.  Twenty species are native to
the United States.  California supports three
native species with another two species
whose taxonomic status is unresolved.

Western columbine has a wide distribution,
occurring from Alaska southward through

the western United States and into Baja
California, Mexico.  According to the Flora
of North America, western columbine includes
three varieties recorded; The Jepson Manual
and the Jepson Online Interchange do not
currently recognize the subspecific taxa.

Western columbine is distinguished from
the other California members of the genus
by its red sepals, yellow petals with straight
to incurved spurs.  Flowering occurs April
through June.  It grows up to a meter and
a half tall (five feet) and is an inhabitant of
streambanks, seeps, chaparral, oak
woodland and mixed evergreen or
coniferous forests.  It can be found
throughout the California Floristic Province,
also referred to as “cismontane” California.
This geographic unit refers to lands west
of the crest of the Sierra Nevada and the
western edge of the Great Basin in the north
and the Mojave Desert in the south. (For a
more detailed discussion of California’s
system of geographic units, see The Jepson
Manual [Hickman 1993]).  Western
columbine has been recorded from 46 of
California’s 58 counties.  Locally, it occurs
in all nine of the San Francisco Bay Area
counties.
According to A Flora of San Francisco,
California (Howell, et al. 1958), western
columbine was known from San Francisco
as a single specimen collected in 1895,
although they report that in her publication,
“Catalogue of the Flowering Plants and
Ferns Growing Spontaneously in the City
Of San Francisco,” Katherine Brandegee
(1891) inferred that it was rather
widespread. Nowadays, western columbine
is restricted to Glen Canyon Park, the
nearby O’Shaughnessy Hollow, and possibly
Mt. Davidson; it is not present in the

Presidio.  Western columbine is considered
uncommon on nearby San Bruno Mountain,
and is recorded from Bitter Cherry Ridge
(McClintock et al. 1990).  It is considered
common in the East Bay and Marin County,
Montara Mountain, and the Santa Cruz
Mountains.  Although rare in San Francisco,
the numbers of western columbine are
increasing thanks to the propagation efforts
of the CNPS and the Natural Areas Program.
Justifiably so, western columbine is not
included in the CNPS Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants (CNPS 2009).  However,
because it is seen so infrequently in San
Francisco County, western columbine
appears on our chapter’s list of locally
significant plant species.  Next spring, as
you are exploring any of San Francisco’s
parks and natural areas, be sure to look for
the eye-catching blossoms of western
columbine.  And if you find it, let us know
when and where it was spotted.
References:
Brandegee, K. 1891.  Catalogue of the Flowering
Plants and Ferns Growing Spontaneously in the
City of San Francisco. Zoe II 91:334-386.

California Native Plant Society (CNPS). 2009.
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (online
edition, v7-06d). California Native Plant Society.
Sacramento, California. Available online at
http://www.cnps.org/inventory.

Hickman, J.C. 1993. The Jepson Manual: Higher
Plants of California. Univ. of California Press,
Berkeley, California. 1400 pp.

Howell, J.T., P.H. Raven, and P. Rubtzoff. 1958.
A Flora of San Francisco, California. Univ. of San
Francisco. 157 pp.

McClintock, E., P. Reeberg, and W. Knight. 1990.
A Flora of the San Bruno Mountains. California Native
Plant Society, Sacramento, California Special Publ.
No. 8. 223 pp.

Aquilegia formosa
western columbine
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CONSERVATION NEWS
CREATING A NEW NATIONAL PARK UNIT
AT SHARP PARK
by Brent Plater

In May of 2009, CNPS members and the broader conservation
community came together and helped pass a San Francisco ordinance
sponsored by Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi to start a restoration
planning process at Sharp Park. In November, the Recreation and
Parks Department released a report in response to the ordinance,
and through the close of the fiscal year (June 30, 2010) the viability
of the Department’s plan will be debated in public forums
throughout San Francisco and in front of various public bodies.

The report supports the creation of a new National Park unit at
Sharp Park.  By closing the golf course and managing the land with
the GGNRA, San Francisco taxpayers can stop subsidizing golf for
San Mateo County; we can build hiking trails and recreational
facilities that modern Bay Area residents actually demand; we can
make the land more resilient to the changes that will be wrought
by climate change; and we can recover the imperiled San Francisco
garter snake on the site.

And by building the first visitor center for the GGNRA at Sharp
Park, we can help build Pacifica’s economy, as study after study
has shown that National Parks in California bring in hundreds of
thousands of dollars to local economies while the golf course has
failed to provide any meaningful economic stimulus to Pacifica in
its seventy years.

Our coalition of supporters for a new National Park at Sharp Park
is growing, but there is no more urgent time to join.  The window
of opportunity to restore the land and create a better public park
at Sharp Park will not remain open forever.  Now is the time to
continue mounting pressure on the Board to create a better public
park at Sharp Park.  If we fail now, we may not get another chance
to recover the San Francisco garter snake, the most beautiful and
imperiled serpent in North America.

Unfortunately, a group of wealthy and influential businessmen and
lawyers—including investment banker Charles Schwab, trial
attorney Richard Harris, and trial attorney Sandy Tatum, all of
whom played golf at Stanford University—have formed an
organization they are calling the “San Francisco Public Golf Alliance”
to try and oppose restoration at Sharp Park.  Despite its name, the
group’s objective is to privatize management at Sharp Park, break
the union contracts for the workers at the facility, and eliminate
government price controls to create an elite and expensive golf
course similar to what San Francisco offers at Harding Park.

If this group is successful, we will all be worse off: access to Sharp
Park will be reduced, funding to our neighborhood parks will not
be restored, and the garter snake will almost assuredly go extinct.

There is no more urgent time to act.  To succeed, we need every
conservationist in the Bay Area to demand more from Recreation
and Parks than a money-losing, low-quality golf course that kills
endangered species.  Please contact your public officials and ask
them to create a better public park at Sharp Park in partnership
with the GGNRA.

For more information, go to: www.restoresharppark.org.

GGNRA ENDANGERED SPECIES BIG YEAR FOLLOW-UP
by Jake Sigg

On October 24 volunteers from the CNPS Yerba Buena and Santa
Clara Valley chapters returned to the site of the federal- and state-
listed endangered species fountain thistle (Cirsium fontinale ssp
fontinale) at the junction of Highway 92 and I-280 to continue the
eradication of pampas grass that was muscling out the thistle.  The
two chapters initiated the project as part of the GGNRA Endangered
Species Big Year 2008, and this was the third restoration event.

Caltrans, our partner in the project, provided crucial support on
the workdays, and in between it sprayed the several hundred
pampas grass clumps on the site, reducing the number of plants
so that volunteers could administer the coup de grace.  The spraying
poses difficulty to the spray crew, as a mature clump is actually a
composite of many dozens of separate rosettes crowded together,
and each rosette has a separate root system, which means that each
rosette must be sprayed—not as easy as you’d think.  We may have
given that coup de grace on October 24, and we have tentatively
set aside June 12 next year to check for pampas grass (aka jubata
grass) seedlings as part of the GGNRA Endangered Species Big
Year 2010. (See also page 9)

The really good news is that without the bullying by the pampas
grass the fountain thistle is rebounding explosively.  In some areas
the seedlings were so dense that volunteers had to be careful where
they stepped.  This is definitely a success story in the making.
We’re grateful to the volunteers and to Caltrans for it.

EXTINCT MANZANITA REDISCOVERED IN
SAN FRANCISCO

Not seen in the wild for more than 67 years and presumed
extinct, Arctostaphylos franciscana was rediscovered by Dan
Gluesenkamp in late October amid the new construction
on Doyle Drive.

Growing in a small serpentine outcrop, the healthy plant
was revealed when a cypress tree was removed during
construction. Although not yet confirmed, the plant seems
to match the surviving specimens still in cultivation.

Manzanita authorities Tom Parker and Mike Vasey are currently
at work confirming the identification of this plant as
Franciscan manzanita. Discussion is on going between the
Presidio Trust, NPS, CNPS, and USFWS concerning a
conservation plan which will likely involve relocating the
plant away from the interchange construction.

Wyethia
angustifolia
mule ears

Sisyrinchium
bellum
blue-eyed grass

Adela trigrapha
adela moth

by Margo Bors
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CHAPTER NEWS

Make the switch to the NEW Electronic Newsletter!
If you would prefer to receive your Yerba Buena News electronically instead of by postal mail, we are now able to offer this
alternative. You may want to elect for the electronic newsletter to help save trees or to reduce chapter printing and mailing costs.
Or perhaps it is your preference because the computer is your communication mode of choice. Whether your choice is paper or
email, instructions for making the change are printed below.

We’ll email you when the change will be implemented. We hope this added alternative will prove to be mutually beneficial.

If you prefer mail delivery, do nothing.
Members and subscribers will continue to receive mailed
paper newsletters unless they request a change.

If you prefer electronic delivery:
Send an email indicating your wish to Membership Chair
Suzanne Harmon soozanne_h@yahoo.com.

HELP WANTED
by Nancy Rosenthal

Can you move tables and chairs?

We are seeking one or two people to help set up the room at the
County Fair Building before our monthly meetings. It involves
moving tables out and chairs into the room.

Due to budget constraints, our meeting room at the County Fair
Building is no longer set up for our meetings. As Hospitality Chair,
I arrive early, 5:30-6 pm on our meeting nights, and am not able
to move the furniture alone.

If you can help December 3, 2009, February 4, 2010 or March 4,
2010, please contact me: Nancy Rosenthal, 415 928-2690 or
415miznan@comcast.net.

After the set up in February and March, you are welcome to join
the Plant Identification Workshop that begins at 6 pm.

BENEFIT YOUR CNPS CHAPTER!
by Barbara Pitschel

Community Thrift

Donating to Community Thrift (CT) is easy. Simply drop off clean
and saleable items at the CT donation door and ask them to list
CNPS (charity #152) as the beneficiary. The donation door
is located on the south side of the building on Sycamore Alley,
parallel to 17th and 18th Streets and perpendicular to Mission and
Valencia Streets. Sycamore runs one way from Mission toward
Valencia. The donation door is open from 10 am to 5 pm every
day. Please note that, because of the February 2009 Consumer
Product Safety Improvement Act, Community Thrift can no longer
accept any children’s items. Community Thrift is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit agency and your donation is tax deductible. Thanks to
everyone who continues to support our chapter in this way.

Cole Hardware

Your purchases at Cole Hardware can also benefit our chapter.
When shopping at any one of the Cole Hardware stores, please
tell the cashier to credit #1424. Cole Hardware will then
credit 10% of your total purchase to the CNPS Yerba Buena Chapter.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!
August 16 through November 15
Ellen Clark, Martha Dannis, Amber Hasselbring, Michael
Ingram, Eric Klein, Katryn Mannik-Steelman, David Mueller,
Anita Pereira, Linda Pomerantz, Ivan Samuels, Daniel Schorr,
Brett Stephens, Rebecca Stubbs

Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri
Hooker’s evening primrose
by Margo Bors



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Anyone interested in the work of the chapter is welcome to attend
Board of Directors meetings, which are scheduled for 7:15 pm on
the second Monday of every month except August and December.
Meetings will be held on January 11 and February 8 at the home
of Barbara Pitschel, 99 Ellsworth Street. Contact Barbara Pitschel
(415-282-5066 bpandrp@peoplepc.com) for directions.

JOIN OUR BOARD!

The last year has left the Yerba Buena Chapter with many vacant
Board of Directors positions. Always a small group whose
members wear many hats, the Chapter lost its President, Field
Trip Chair, and Membership Development Chair when Tom
Annesse left us for the Praries. The recent death of Roland
Pitschel has deprived the Chapter of newsletter production
support. In addition, we have had an ongoing vacancy in our
Education Chair.

All of these positions are important to the effective functioning
of our chapter. Our over-tasked boardmembers are currently
doing their best to pick up the slack in these vacant positions
but we need your help.

Would you like to be a liason between the YB Chapter and local
schools and institutions? Would you like to perform educational
outreach? Consider our Education Chair.

Would you like to help organize and plan, along with co-chair
Gail Wechsler, upcoming wildflower walks and field trips? The
Field TripsCo-chair is the place to start.

If you’d like to learn more before considering these positions,
feel free to attend one of the upcoming Board Meetings in

January or February. We could certainly
use your help!

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE
INVOLVED?

RENEW ONLINE
Renew your CNPS membership online using a credit card.
As an option, set it up to renew automatically year after
year. It’s quick, easy, and reduces renewal mailing costs.

www.cnps.org  - Click on the JOIN button

CHAIRS & OFFICERS
President
Position vacant
Vice President
Linda Shaffer  415-206-1428
shaffer.linda@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Adrian Stroganoff  650-359-1642
adrianstroganoff@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Susan Floore  415-285-4692
sfloore@att.net
Chapter Council Delegate
Ellen Edelson  415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net
Alt. Chapter Council Delegate
Linda Shaffer  415-206-1428
shaffer.linda@sbcglobal.net
Conservation Chair
Jake Sigg  415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
San Mateo County
Conservation Chair
Mike Vasey  650-359-7034
mvasey@sfsu.edu
Education Chair
position vacant
Field Trips Co-Chair
Gail Wechsler 415-285-4172
gail.wechsler@gmail.com
Hospitality Chair
Nancy Rosenthal  415-928-2690
415miznan@comcast.net
Invasive Exotics Chair
Mark Heath  415-235-0987
heathman@jubata.com
Legislation Chair
Linda Shaffer  415-206-1428
shaffer.linda@sbcglobal.net
Lepidopterist
Liam O’Brien  415-863-1212
liammail56@yahoo.com
Membership Chair
Suzanne Harmon  209-275-7396
Soozanne_h@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
Barbara Pitschel  415-282-5066
bpandrp@peoplepc.com

Photo Documentation Co-Chair
Margo Bors  415-824-0471
mcbors@comcast.net
Photo Documentation Co-Chair
Greg Gaar  415-584-8985
dunetansy@yahoo.com
Plant Sales Coordinator
Ellen Edelson  415-531-2140
e.edelson@sbcglobal.net
Posters and Book Sales Chair
Ludmila Stroganoff  650-359-1642
milastroganoff@sbcglobal.net
Presidio Chair
Peter Brastow  415-564-4107
peter@natureinthecity.org
Programs Co-chair
Jake Sigg  415-731-3028
jakesigg@earthlink.net
Assistant Programs Co-chair
Barbara Pitschel  415-282-5066
bpandrp@peoplepc.com
Publications Chair
Position vacant
Publicity Chair
Sharon Kato  415-752-7031
skkato@aol.com
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Peter Brastow  415-564-4107
peter@natureinthecity.org
Rare Plants Co-Chair
Michael Wood  925-939-3266
wood-biological@mindspring.com
San Bruno Mountain Chair
Doug Allshouse  415-584-5114
dougsr@rcn.com
Seed Bank Chair
Don Mahoney  510-233-4624
dmahoney@sfbotanicalgarden.org
Webmaster
Kipp McMichael  510-759-3178
kimcmich@hotmail.com
Director at Large
Casey Allen  415-572-1144
Casey@SFLandscapes.com
Director at Large
Norine Yee  415-824-3312
norine@galicers.com

Heracleum lanatum
    cow parsnip
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Second Edition of
A Manual of California Vegetation
By John O. Sawyer, Todd Keeler-Wolf,
and Julie M. Evens
1312 pages

California is famous for its beautiful plant
displays across the landscape. These patterns of plants are known
collectively as plant communities or vegetation, such as redwood
forests, oak woodlands, and Joshua tree woodlands. A Manual of
California Vegetation, published in 1995, has since become widely
accepted as the standard for classifying the state's vegetation. CNPS
is pleased to announce the release of the second edition of A Manual
of California Vegetation. Greatly expanded from the previous edition,
this revision comprises a collection of biological and ecological
information on all of the known vegetation types in the state,
focusing on both the individual species and surrounding habitats.
This completely updated edition features more than twice the
number of vegetation descriptions as the original MCV and includes
the following:

Over 485 written descriptions of vegetation types with updated
references
352 vegetation maps
Definitions for over 430 native vegetation alliances
Listings of characteristic plants within each alliance description
Detailed life history information for the primary plants defined
in the alliances
Keys to differentiate groups of related vegetation types
Detailed descriptions of the regional variation within each
vegetation type
Specifics on rarity and importance values of the vegetation
Separate descriptions of the state’s rarest vegetation stands
Accounts of 33 non-native vegetation types that are threatening
natural landscapes
Data on fire, flooding, and other natural processes
Information on restoration and other management
considerations
Display of the new national and international classification of
vegetation
Standardized nomenclature complying with the National
Vegetation Classification
Detailed synonymy with translation to other commonly used
classification systems

This comprehensive guide has wide applicability to biologists,
botanists, ecologists, environmental scientists, land-use managers,
conservation planners, natural history enthusiasts, teachers, and
students. The MCV provides a systematic approach to classifying
and describing vegetation in California, providing definitions,
descriptions, and maps that enable more definitive assessments of
extent, location, rarity, and threats to these natural communities.

ENDANGERED SPECIES BIG YEAR RETURNS IN 2010:
BIGGER AND BETTER THEN EVER!
by Brent Plater

The GGNRA Endangered Species Big Year is back in 2010 with a
new set of prizes, a new set of recovery actions, and a new suite
of endangered species for you to see and help save.  The official
kick-off event will be held on January 9, 2010 at 12 noon.  Go to
www.wildequity.org to find out more about the kick-off event and
to join the competition.

Since the 2008 edition when more than 14,000 Bay Area residents
participated, more species have been added to the endangered
species list in the park: the park is known to contain black abalone,
North American green sturgeon, and the Myrtle’s Silverspot
butterfly, among other wondrous plants and animals.

The expanded list of species brings mixed feelings of celebration
and concern.  We are so fortunate to live in a biologically diverse
landscape, but when so many species in our most protected urban
landscape are on the brink of extinction, it is time to reflect on
our relationship with this land.

In 2010, you can do this by participating in the Endangered Species
Big Year. We will organize park explorations to try and see these
species in the park and conduct recovery expeditions where we
can all pitch in to help these species recover.  The person who sees
and helps save the most species by the end of the year will win a
$1,000 grand prize.

Last year the competition went down to the wire, ending in a tie
for first place.  Both intend to defend their title.  Think you can
knock them off and claim the prize? Then go to: www.wildequity.org
and sign up today!

PUBLICATIONS

          Claytonia perfoliata
               miners’ lettuce

“You must not know too much, or be too precise or scientific
about birds and trees and flowers...a certain free
margin...helps your enjoyment of these things.”
—Walt Whitman, Specimen Days
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CONSERVATION NEWS (continued)



JOIN THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

Learn to understand California’s unique flora and help to
preserve this rich heritage for future generations.

____Yes, I’d like to join.

Affiliation: Yerba Buena Chapter

Membership Category
____ $1,500  Mariposa Lily
____ $   600  Benefactor
____ $   300  Patron
____ $   100  Plant Lover
____ $     75  Family
____ $     45  Individual
____ $     25  Limited Income/Student

Make your check out to “CNPS”
and mail with this form to:
  California Native Plant Society
  2707 K Street, Suite 1
  Sacramento, CA 95816-5113

Name __________________________________
Address ________________________________
City _____________________ State __________
Zip __________ Telephone _________________

Dues above the $12 for publications are tax deductible. You will
receive this newsletter, the informative quarterly journal Fremontia,
and a statewide news bulletin. If you would like to receive only
this newsletter, the price of a subscription is $5 per year, $9 for
two years, or $12 for three years. Send a check made out to
“CNPS” to Suzanne Harmon, Membership Chair, Yerba Buena
Chapter, PO Box 1977, Murphys, CA 95247-1977.

California Native Plant Society
Yerba Buena Chapter
PO Box 1977
Murphys, CA 95247-1977

Visit:  www.cnps-yerbabuena.org
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DEADLINES FOR MARCH NEWSLETTER
Articles & general copy – January 15

Time-dependent material – February 1
Late-breaking news – By arrangement

Aesculus californica
     California buckeye


